
 i 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUPIL PROGRESSION PLAN 

FORMAT AND CONTENT 

Revised April 2009 

Paul G. Pastorek 
State Superintendent of Education 



 ii  

 
 

Pupil Progression Plan 
 
 

 
for  

 
 

 
Tangipahoa Parish School System 

 
 

 
 

for 
 
 
 
 

2009-2010 
 
 
 
 

Submitted to Louisiana Department of Education 
 
 
 
 

August 17, 2009 
(Date Submitted) 

 
 
 
 
 



 iii  

 
PREFACE 

 
 

 The amendment and enactment of the Louisiana Competency-Based Education 

Program, Act 750, (R.S. 17:24.4) by the Louisiana State Legislature in Regular Session 

during the summer of 1997, was the result of an ever-increasing demand by Louisianaôs 

taxpayers for a better accounting of their educational dollars.  A forerunner of Act 750 was 

Act 621, the public school Accountability Law.  This far-reaching statute called for the 

establishment of a program for shared educational accountability in the public educational 

system of Louisiana; the provision for a uniform system of evaluation of the performance of 

school personnel; the attainment of established goals for education; the provision of 

information for accurate analysis of the costs associated with public educational programs; 

the provision of information for an analysis of the effectiveness of instructional programs; and 

the annual assessment of students based on state content standards. 

 The Louisiana Competency-Based Educational Law evolved from the Accountability 

Law into a unique program that encompasses all recent educational statutes, providing 

opportunities for students to learn systematically and opportunities for educators to gear 

instructional programs to achievement based on specific objectives. 

 The Tangipahoa Parish School System is in agreement with the philosophy of the 

Louisiana Competency-Based Program in that it should be one designed to accommodate 

the many different learning styles of its students.  Every effort is being made to tailor the 

curriculum to the needs of the individual student, including the student with special 

instructional needs who subsequently need curricular alternatives.   
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 Such a practice enhances the probability of success, since the student is provided with 

an instructional program compatible with his individual learning styles as well as with his 

needs. 

 The Louisiana State Legislature in Regular Session during the summer of 1997, 

amended and reenacted R.S. 17:24.4 (F) and (G) (1), relative to the Louisiana Competency-

Based Education Program, to require proficiency on certain test as determined by the State 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (SBESE) for student promotion and to 

provide guidelines relative to the content of Pupil Progression Plans. 

 The amended sections relate state content standards adopted for mathematics, 

English language arts, science, and social studies to the Louisiana Educational Assessment 

Program (LEAP) and to the comprehensive Pupil Progression Plans of each of the 66 local 

educational agencies. 

 With the establishment of a competency-based curriculum, it is likely that a change in 

student grading and promotion will become a reality.  Therefore, the need for well-defined 

and well-understood promotional policies exists.  Recognizing this need, Tangipahoa Parish 

School System has drafted a Pupil Progression Plan to fulfill the related requirements of 

Legislative Act 750, 1997 Legislative Session, and to facilitate the grade placement of all 

students according to their competencies.                                                                                                                    
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 GENERAL PROCEDURE FOR DEVELOPMENT 
 APPROVAL AND REVISION OF A PUPIL PROGRESSION PLAN 
 
A. Development of a Local Plan 

1. Committee of Educators: 
 

a. A listing of the Committee of Educators appointed by the Superintendent 
is on file in the Central Office of the Tangipahoa Parish School System.   

 
b. Method of Selection 

 
1) Central Office Curriculum and Instruction Personnel: 

 

Central Office curriculum and instruction personnel are designated 
committee members in the 1993 edition of Bulletin 1566: 
Guidelines for Pupil Progression. 

 
2) Teachers: 

 

Each school will nominate two teachers.  Each teacher must be a 
certified teacher who was selected by the faculty members.  The 
names of those selected will be submitted to central office.  After 
nominations have been received, the committee facilitator will 
select the teachers to serve on the committee. 

 
3) Principals and Assistant Principals: 

 

The Chairperson of the Principalsô Association will select the 
principals and assistant principals for the committee.  Three 
principals are selected to represent grades K-8 and three 
principals/assistant principals are selected to represent grades 9-
12. 

 
2. Committee of Parents/Community Members 

 
a. Listing of Committee Members  

 
A listing of the Committee of Parents/Community Members appointed by 
the Tangipahoa Parish School Board is on file in the Tangipahoa Parish 
School System Central Office 

 
b. Method of Selection 

Each principal had the opportunity to submit the name of a parent to 
nominate for the Committee of Parents/Community Members. After 
nominations had been received, the committee facilitator selected 
parents to serve on the committee with consideration of balanced 
representation of grade levels of the students represented by the 
parents. The parents/community members selected were approved by 
the Tangipahoa Parish School Board. 
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3. Committee of Educators and Parents/Community Members 

 
a. Listing of Committee Members 

 
A listing of the Committee of Educators and Parents/Community 
Members is on file in the Tangipahoa Parish School System Central 
Office.   

 
 

b. Method of Selection 
 

The method of selection of committee members for the Committee of 
Educators and Parents/Community Members has been stated in Section 
I, A. 

 
 

c. Notification of Meeting Dates 
 

Letters were sent to members of the Committee of Educators and 
Parents/Community Members notifying them of their selection to 
participate on the committee and notifying them of the dates, times, and 
locations for the scheduled meetings.  Public notices which announced 
meeting dates were posted at the Tangipahoa Parish School System 
Central Office and in the Tangipahoa Parish School System Newsletter.  
Also, public notices were included in local newspapers.  

 
 

d. Defined Functions  
 

The Central Office curriculum and instruction personnel, principals, 
teachers, parents and community members who were selected to serve 
on the Committee of Educators and Parents/Community Members met 
jointly throughout the process of the development of the 2006-2007 Pupil 
Progression Plan.   
The function of the Committee of Educators and Parents/Community 
Members was to review the 2005-2006 Pupil Progression Plan, review 
the suggestions for revision submitted by teachers, principals, and 
curriculum administrators, and to develop the 2006-2007 Pupil 
Progression Plan by completing revisions, additions, and deletions 
to/from the 2005-2006 Pupil Progression Plan, as needed. 
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e. Activities 

 
The activities of the Committee of Educators and Parents/Community 
Members included: 

 
1) Each committee member received a copy of the State Guidelines, 

Format to follow, and the 2005-2006 Tangipahoa Parish School 
System Pupil Progression Plan for review prior to the first meeting 
date. 

 
2) The Committee of Educators and Parents/Community Members 

met as two subcommittees: Elementary (Grades K-8) and 
Secondary (Grades 9-12). 

 
3) Each subcommittee elected a co-chairperson and a secretary.  

The co-chairpersons would both preside at the Joint Committee 
Meeting. 

         
4) The elementary and secondary subcommittees reviewed and 

discussed the suggestions submitted to the committee during 
three months of review by school personnel.  The areas of 
concern were stated on the ñSuggestions for Revision, Addition, 
and Correctionò form.  Additional topics were discussed, as 
needed. 

 
5) The subcommittees completed recommendations for additions, 

revisions, and deletions to be submitted to the Joint Committee for 
the 2006-2007 Pupil Progression Plan. 

 
6) Minutes for the subcommittee proceedings were hand written in 

chart format and the proceedings were tape recorded in order to 
document the actions taken at the meeting. 

 
7) A listing of all revisions, additions, and corrections that had been 

recommended by the two subcommittees was prepared prior to 
the Joint Committee Meeting. 

 
8) The Joint Committee of Educators and Parents/Community 

Members reviewed and discussed the subcommitteesô 
recommendations.  The recommendations were presented in the 
form of a motion and were voted on by the committee as a whole. 

 
9) The Committee of Educators and Parents/Community Members 

approved the Pupil Progression Plan, as amended, for the 2006-
2007 school year.  
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f. Documentation of Opportunities for Committee of Educators and 
Parents/Community members to have input into the revision of the Pupil 
Progression Plan. 

 
1) Letter to committee members announcing meeting dates, 

locations, and time were mailed well in advance of the meeting 
dates. 

 
Dates   Groups Meeting Location 

 
May 12, 2009 K-8  School System  
     Central Office 
     Amite, LA 

 
 9-12  Same 

      
May 12, 2009 K-12  School System 

  Central Office 
         Amite, LA 
 

2) Documentation is on file in the Tangipahoa Parish School  
 System Central Office.                   

 
B. Description of Committees 
 

The method of selection, composition, functions and activities of the local committees 
are addressed in Part A of this Section I. 

 
 
C. Public Notice 
 

1. Meetings of the local Pupil Progression Plan Committee were conducted within 
the legal guidelines of the Louisiana Open Meetings Law.  Public notices were 
posted on the front door of the Tangipahoa Parish School Systemôs Central 
Office, published in the Tangipahoa Parish School Systemôs Newsletter, and 
published in local newspapers.   

 
2. A statement and any necessary documentation verifying that the public had 

been allowed access to the Pupil Progression Plan in accordance with the 
Public Records Act are included. 

 
3. A copy of the revised Pupil Progression Plan was placed in the Tangipahoa 

Parish School Systemôs Central Office and in the Special Education Department 
Office at the Special Services Center for public viewing and comments, if 
desired.  Notice of this placement was made available to the public by releases 
to the newspapers and by public notice posted on the front door of the 
Tangipahoa Parish School Systemôs Central Office and the Special Education 
Department Office.  
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D.  Approval Process 
 

1. Louisiana Department of Education/Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education Approval 

 
Upon adoption for submission by the local school board, the Pupil Progression 
Plan for 2006-2007, along with a formal submission statement, shall be 
submitted annually to the Bureau of Elementary Education for review by the 
Louisiana Department of Education. 

 
2. Locally Initiated Interim Revisions 

   
School systems/school boards shall comply with the same procedure as for the 
initial adoption by the local school board. 

 
3. State-Mandated Interim Revisions 

 
School systems will be notified of any policy changes that will affect their 
currently approved Pupil Progression Plan within 15 working days after the 
Notice of Intent has been passed by the State Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education. 
School systems/school boards shall develop a procedure for informing the 
public of the proposed policy changes. 
After final adoption of a rule by the SBESE, school boards shall adopt and 
incorporate the State-mandated policy changes into their current Pupil 
Progression Plan within 30 working days after notification of said changes. 

 
Submission Process 

 
 Upon adoption for submission by the school board, the plan along with a formal 
submission statement shall be submitted annually to the Office of Student and School 
Performance.  Documentation of input in the development of the plans by educations and 
parents as well as of the public notice made prior to local board approval and locally initiated 
revisions (including dates and locations) must be submitted with the plan. 
 
 Interim Revisions: Locally initiated and State-mandated 

 
Resubmission of two copies of the local boardôs approved pages shall be made 
to the Department of Education. 
Signatures of the local school board president and superintendent are  required. 
The revisions shall be incorporated into the Pupil Progression Plan at both the 
local and state levels. 

 
*The Pupil Progression Plan is to be included as a part of the Tangipahoa 
Parish School Systemôs Policies and Procedures Manual. 
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SECTION I 

 
FORMAL SUBMISSION STATEMENT 

 
 

Assurance is hereby made to the State Department of Education that the Tangipahoa  
Parish School Systemôs Pupil Progression Plan has been developed in compliance 
with  
the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Educationôs Policies and Procedures 
(Bulletin 1566), (R.S. 17.24.4), with all applicable policies and standards of Bulletin 
741 and Bulletin 1706, and with all applicable federal, state and local regulations.  If 
any local policy outlined in this plan conflicts with state and/or federal guidelines 
and/or regulations, the state and/or federal regulations/guidelines will supersede the 
local policy.  All documentation relative to the development of this Pupil Progression 
Plan shall be maintained on file by the local education agency. 
 
Assurance is thereby made that this school system shall not discriminate in the 
rendering of services to and/or employment of individuals because of race, color, 
religion, sex, age, national origin, disability, veteran status, or any other non-merit 
factor. 
 
 
 

             
   Superintendent         School Board President 
 
 
             
   Date           Date 
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PUPIL PROGRESSION PLAN 
 

LEA CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

 
 
LEA Contact Person (Primary)   Gwen Myers________________________________ 
 
 
Telephone Number   (985) 748-2466_______________________________________ 
 
 
E-mail Address   Gwen.Myers@tangischools.org _____________________________ 
 
 
If Applicable: 
 
LEA Contact Person (Secondary)    Thomas Bellavia__________________________ 
 
 
Telephone Number   (985) 748- 2501______________________________________ 
 
 
E-mail Address   Thomas.Bellavia@tangischools.org__________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________                     ________________________ 
                 (Primary Signature)                                                                (Date) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 12 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
SECTION I ï FORMAL SUBMISSION STATEMENT 
           A. Preface        Page iii

 B. General Procedure for Development    Page v 

 C. Formal Submission Statement     Page 10 

 D. LEA Contact Information      Page 11 
 E. Committee of Educators      Page 13 
 F. Committee of Parents       Page 16 
 G. Documentation of Input      Page 17 
 H. Copies of Public Notice      Page 19 

SECTION II ï PLACEMENT POLICIES: STATE REQUIREMENTS 
 A. Kindergarten and First Grade Entrance Requirements  Page 3 
 B. Kindergarten Screening      Page 4 
 C. Attendance Policy       Page 4 
 D. Requirements of the Louisiana Educational 21 
  Assessment Program        Page 4 
  E. Elementary Program of Studies Requirements   Page 5 
 F. Carnegie Credit Time Requirements     Page 5 
 G. High School Graduation Requirements    Page 5 
 H. Scheduling        Page 6 
 I. Grade Tampering       Page 6 
 J. Transfer Students       Page 7 
 K. Limited English Proficient (LEP) Students    Page 8 
 L. Alternative Schools/Programs/Settings    Page 9 
 M. Review of Placement       Page 9 
 N. Policies on Records and Reports     Page 9 
 O. Policies on Due Process      Page 10 
 P. Legislative Guidelines       Page 10 

SECTION III ï PLACEMENT POLICIES: LOCAL OPTIONS 
 A. Kindergarten Entrance and Screening    Page 11 
 B. Placement, Promotion Criteria, & Grading: Grades K-12  Page 13-60 
 C. Requirements for LEAP: High Stakes Testing:  
  Regular Placement       Page 61 

D.       Progression of students participating in LEAP 
Alternate Assessment       Page 70 

  E.  Limited English Proficient Students     Page 76 
 F. Acceleration        Page 79 
 G. Transfer Students       Page 86 
 H. Retention Policy       Page 95 
 I. Alternative Schools/Programs/Settings/Adult Education  Page 102 
            J.         Review of Placement       Page 110 
 K. Records and Reports       Page 111 
 L. Due Process        Page 114 
 M. Instructional Time/Attendance Requirements   Page 123 
 N. Exceptional Students: Instructional Program    Page 135 
 O. School Admissions Guidelines     Page 136 

SECTION IV ï LEAP REMEDIATION      Page 141 
APPENDIX A ï DEFINITION OF TERMS      Page 152 
 



 13 

2009 - 2010  

PUPIL PROGRESSION PLAN COMMITTEE  

COMMITTEE OF EDUCATORS  

 

EDUCATOR  POSITION  PROGRA M  

 

Melissa Stilley  

 

Chief Academic Officer  

 

Curriculum and Instruction  

 

Thomas Bellavia  

 

Assistant Superintendent  

 

Human Resources  

 

Lynell Higgenbotham  

Desegregation 

Implementation Officer  

 

 

Curriculum and Instruction  

 

Deborah Forshag  

 

Director  

 

Feder al Programs  

 

Daniel Williams  

 

Director  

 

Curriculum and Instruction  

 

Victoria Ott -Frye  

 

Supervisor  

 

Curriculum and Instruction  

 

Gwen Myers  

 

Supervisor  

 

Curriculum and Instruction  

 

Joanna Newman  

 

Supervisor  

 

Curriculum and Instruction  

 

Tommie Robertson  

 

Supervisor  

 

Career & Technical Education  

 

Paulette Walkwitz  

 

Supervisor  

 

Curriculum and Instruction  

 

Marilyn Baker -Ramsey  

 

Coordinator  

 

Child Welfare & Attendance  

 

Jim Reeve  

 

Coordinator  

 

Adult Education  

 

Cathy Stevens  

 

Curriculum Specialist  

 

Special Education  

 

Rachael DiBendetto  

 

Curriculum Specialist  

 

Special Education  

 

Denise Grigas  

 

Coordinator  

 

Special Education  

 

Victoria Allen  

 

Coordinator  

 

MIS Department  

 

Ricky Saragusa  

 

Computer Programmer  

 

MIS Department  

 

Maureen Terese  

 

Principal  

 

Nesom Middle  

 

Theresa Hamilton  

 

Principal  

 

Vinyard Elementary  
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2009 - 2010  

PUPIL PROGRESSION PLAN COMMITTEE  

COMMITTEE OF EDUCATORS  

 

 

 

EDUCATOR  

 

POSITION  

 

PROGRAM  

 

Amber Gardner  

 

Principal  

 

Tucker Elementary  

 

Cindy Williams  

 

Principal  

 

Independence High  

 

Lisa  Fussell  

 

Principal  

 

Kentwood High  

 

Dianne Richardson  

 

Assistant Principal  

 

Ponchatoula High  

 

Gwen Bankston  

Guidance Counselor  

Secondary  

 

Ponchatoula High  

 

Lorretta McGee  

Guidance Counselor  

Secondary  

 

Independence High  

 

Sylvia Lubrano  

 

Teacher  

 

Element ary  

 

Nancy Albright  

 

Teacher  

 

Elementary  

 

Shannon Watkins  

 

Teacher  

 

Elementary  

 

Donnis Casanave  

 

Teacher  

 

Elementary  

 

Dorothy Boyette  

 

Teacher  

 

Elementary  

 

Tanjalum Pounds  

 

Teacher  

 

Elementary  

 

Tricia McCain  

 

Teacher  

 

Elementary  

 

Connie Vliet  

 

Teach er  

 

Elementary  

 

Linda Parmenter  

 

Teacher  

 

Elementary  

 

Shirnell Sims -Wilson  

 

Teacher  

 

Elementary  

 

Claire Bel  

 

Teacher  

 

Elementary  

 

Dionne AlNaziat  

 

Teacher  

 

Elementary  

 

Libby Smith  

 

Teacher  

 

Elementary  
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2009 - 2010  

PUPIL PROGRESSION PLAN COMMITTEE  

COM MITTEE OF EDUCATORS  

 

 

EDUCATOR  

 

POSITION  

 

PROGRAM  

 

John Brechtel  

 

Teacher  

 

Secondary  

 

Quin Navarra  

 

Teacher  

 

Secondary  

 

Cynthia Dyson  

 

Teacher  

 

Secondary  

 

Wilmer Louviere  

 

Teacher  

 

Secondary  

 

Phyllis Vernon  

 

Teacher  

 

Secondary  

 

Deanna Simmons  

 

Teache r 

 

Secondary  

 

Ruby Ricks  

 

Teacher  

 

Secondary  

 

Patricia Sparacello  

 

Teacher  

 

Secondary  
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20 09 - 2010  

PUPIL PROGRESSION PLAN COMMITTEE  

COMMITTEE OF PARENTS  

 

 

PARENT  

 

POSITION  

 

PROGRAM  

 

 

Tiffany Bourgeios  

 

Loranger  

 

Elementary  

 

Sondra Baham  

 

Independence  

 

Elementary  

 

Christie Cooper  

 

 

Natalbany  

 

Elementary  

 

Connie Davis  

 

Loranger  

 

Secondary  

 

Michelle Hampton  

 

Ponchatoula  

 

Elementary  

 

Sharlet Jackson  

 

Amite  

 

Elementary  

 

Rachel Kinchen  

 

Ponchatoula  

 

Secondary  

 

Maxine Knighten  

 

Kentwood  

 

Elementary  

 

Phyllis Muse  

 

Kentwood  

 

Secondary  

 

 

Quin Navarra  

 

Hammond  

 

Secondary  

 

Amanda Perkins  

 

Hammond  

 

Elementary  

 

Robert Robertson  

 

Hammond  

 

Elementary  

 

KaWanda Carter -Walters  

 

Hammond  

 

Elementary  

 

Joan Trahan  

 

Hammond  

 

Elementary  

 

Gaye Dykes  

 

Natalbany  

 

Elementary  

 

Janet Wright  

 

Hammond  

 

Elementary  
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Pupil Progression Recommendations for Revisions 

2009-2010 

Documentation of Input 

 

School and Teacher 

Submitting Request 

Suggested Revision Currently Stated 

in Pupil 

Progression Plan 

Decision by 

Subcommittee 

Kindergarten 

Curriculum 

Committee 

Victoria Ott-Frye 

Supervisor 

Change Kindergarten grading 

scale from current to: 

S ï Satisfactory             80-100% 

P ï Progressing             70- 79% 

N- Not Satisfactory         0- 69% 

Section III 

Pg. 48 

Approved to change the 

recommended grading 

scale 

Kindergarten 

Curriculum 

Committee 

Victoria Ott-Frye 

Change wording to ñmust show 

proficiency in kindergarten 

skillsò 

Section III A3 

Pg.13 

Section III A4 

Pg. 13 

Approved to change the 

wording 

Kindergarten 

Curriculum 

Committee 

Victoria Ott-Frye 

Supervisor 

Change to: Proficiency of 

Kindergarten skills as 

determined by the T.P.S.S. 

Kindergarten checklist.  Students 

must satisfactorily complete 26 

of the 37 skills listed, which is 

70%, or be recommended by the 

principal to be promoted to the 

first grade. 

 

Section III B9 

Pg. 15 

Approved to make the 

changes in the wording 

as recommended. 

Nesom Middle 

School 

Maureen Terese 

Principal 

Change grading for 6-8 from six 

weeks to nine weeks grading 

period. 

Section III B3 

Pg. 52 

Tabled to policy 

committee 

Nesom Middle 

School 

Maureen Terese 

Principal 

Eligibility for 8
th
 grade to enroll 

in high school credit courses at 

the middle school. Three out of 

four of the criteria must be met 

in the 7
th
 grade: 1) Score 55% or 

higher on grade 8 GLE test in 

the subject, 2) iLEAP score of 

ñBasicò or higher in the subject, 

3) ITBS stanine of 6 or higher in 

subject, 4) Final report card 

average of ñAò or ñBò in subject. 

New  

Section III F5 

Pg. 86 

Approved to add to 

Pupil Progression as 

directed by the State 
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School and Teacher 

Submitting Request 

Suggested Revision Currently stated 

in Pupil 

Progression Plan 

Decision by 

Subcommittee 

Central Office 

Joanna Newman 

Supervisor 

Review the criteria for honor roll 

for grades 1-8, Item #4 

Section III B3 

Pg. 58 

Tabled to Policy 

committee 

Vinyard 

Elementary 

Theresa Hamilton 

Principal 

Grades for six weeks period will 

be recorded using a numerical 

value.  At the end of the six 

weeks period, the teacher will 

convert the numerical values to 

percentages which will convert 

to letter grades. 

Section III  

Grades 6-8 

Grades 3-5 

Pg. 51-52 

Table to a committee 

study. 

Central Office 

Gwen Myers 

Supervisor 

Add:  Credit recovery grades 

will be based on the percentage 

score earned in the software 

program used and passing the 

State approved proficiency test 

in the subject area. 

New 

Section III B3 

Page 12 

Approved to add to 

Pupil Progression as 

directed by the State 

Central Office 

Gwen Myers 

Increase attendance for high 

school students from 80 days a 

semester to 82 days a semester 

for a total of164 days. 

Section III 

Pg. 130 

Tabled to Policy 

committee. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE  

 

 TANGIPAHOA PARISH SCHOOL SYSTEM  

 PUPIL PROGRESSION PLAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS  

 

 May 12, 2009  

 12:30 p.m. ï 1:45 p.m.   
 

 LOCATIONS  

 

ELEMENTARY SUBC OMMITTEE (Grades K - 8)  

Tangipahoa Parish School System Central  Office  

59656 Puleston Road  

Amite, Louisiana 70422  

 

SECONDARY SUBCOMMITTEE (Grades 9 - 12)  

Tangipahoa Parish School System  

59656 Puleston Road  
Amite, Louisiana 70422  

 
 
 

MAY 12, 2009  

 2:00 p.m. -  3:15 p.m.  

 

JOINT COMMITTEE (Grades K - 12)  

Tangipahoa Parish School System Central Office59656 

Puleston Road   

Amite, Louisiana   70422  

 

Note: The meetings will end when all business has 
been completed.  
 
 
 



 20 

PUBLIC NOTICE  
 

PUBLIC REVIEW OF THE DRAFT 

COPY  
 

 OF THE  

 
 TANGIPAHOA PARISH SCHOOL SYSTEM  

PUPIL PROGRESSION PLAN  

 
2009 - 2010  

 

 

 

 

 

The Pupil Progression Plan can be viewed by the 

public  at www.tangischools.org  or at the central 

office. The plan can be reviewed a t the School Board 
office at the dates and times below.   Any comments, 

concerns, or suggestions can be directed to Gwen 

Myers at the Tangipahoa Parish School System at 

985 - 748 - 2466.  

July 6, 2009 ï July 9, 2009  

7:30 a.m. ï 4:30 p.m.  
Monday through Thursday  

 July 13, 2009 ï July 16, 2009  

     7:30 a.m. ï 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday through Thursday  

http://www.tangischools.org/


 

 3 

SECTION II 
 

STATEWIDE MANDATORY CRITERIA 
 
 

This section is provided for LEAs to include, as is, in the Pupil Progression Plan as 
their SECTION II.     

 
 
Placement and Retention Policies 
These policies address promotion and retention criteria for all students, including regular 
education students, student with disabilities, and Limited English Proficient students. 
 

High Stakes Testing Policy 
In developing the LEAôs Pupil Progression Plan, refer to the current High Stakes Testing 
Policy revised June 2005.  
 
 
A.  Kindergarten and First Grade Entrance Requirements 
 

1. Every child, as a prerequisite to enrollment in any first grade of a public school,   
shall meet one of the following criteria: 

 
a. Have attended a full-day public or private kindergarten for a full academic   

year; or 
b. Have satisfactorily passed academic readiness screening administered by the 

LEA at the time of enrollment for first grade. 
 
AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 17:151.3; 17:170; 17:222. 

   
2. The minimum age for kindergarten shall be one year younger than the age required 

for that child to enter first grade.  
 

a. The age at which a child may enter the first grade of any public school at the 
beginning of the public school session shall be six years on or before 
September thirtieth of the calendar year in which the school year begins. 

 
b. Each local educational governing authority, by rule, may provide for a child of 

younger age to enter kindergarten, provided that such child has been 
evaluated and identified as gifted in accordance with the regulations of the 
DOE for such evaluation.  Any child admitted to kindergarten pursuant to this 
paragraph shall be eligible to enter first grade upon successful completion of 
kindergarten, provided all other applicable entrance requirements have been 
fulfilled. 

 
c.   Any child transferring into the first grade of a public school from out-of-state 

and not meeting the requirements herein for kindergarten attendance, shall 
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be required to satisfactorily pass an academic readiness screening 
administered by the LEA prior to the time of enrollment for the first grade. 

 
AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 17:151.3; R.S. 17:222. 

 
B. Kindergarten Screening 

 
1. Each LEA shall require that every child entering kindergarten for the first time be 

given a nationally recognized readiness screening.  The results of this screening 
shall be used in placement and for planning instruction.  The pupil progression plan 
for each LEA shall include criterion for placement. 

 
AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 17:24.8; R.S. 151.3; R.S. 17:233. 

 
C.  Attendance Policy 

1. In order to be eligible to receive grades, high school students shall be in attendance 
a minimum of 81 days, or the equivalent, per semester or 162 days a school year for 
schools not operating on a semester basis.  Elementary students shall be in 
attendance a minimum of 160 days a school year. 

AUTHORITY NOTE:   Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 17:221; R.S. 17:226; R.S. 17:233. 

 

D.  Requirements of the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program 

1.  A Pupil Progression Plan shall require the studentôs proficiency on certain tests as 
determined by the SBESE before he or she can be recommended for promotion.  

 
AUTHORITY NOTE:   Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 17:24.4 

 
2. Each plan shall include the statement that, in addition to completing a minimum of 

23 or 24 Carnegie units of credit as presented by SBESE, the student shall be 
required to pass the English Language Arts and Mathematics components of the 
GEE and either the science or social studies portions of the GEE to earn a standard 
high school diploma. 

 
3. No 4th or 8th grade student shall be promoted until he or she has scored at or        

above the Basic level on either the English language arts or mathematics 
components of the LEAP and at the Approaching Basic achievement level on the 
other (hereafter referred to as the Basic /Approaching Basic combination). 

 
4. All placement and promotion requirements for 4th and 8th graders shall be aligned 

with current SBESE guidelines as outlined in the High Stakes Testing Policy. 
 

5. Students with disabilities participating in LEAP must be provided with 
accommodations as noted in the studentsô IEPs. 

 
6. Students eligible for services under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

should have accommodations as noted on their individual accommodation plan 
(IAP). 
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7. Students with disabilities who participate in the LEAP Alternate Assessments (LAA 1 

and LAA 2) shall have promotion decisions determined by the School Building Level 
Committee (SBLC).   

 
8. LEP students shall participate in statewide assessment. The SBLC shall be granted 

the authority to waive the Stateôs grade promotion policy for a LEP student. A LEP 
student who was granted a waiver at the 4th grade level is ineligible for a waiver at 
the 8th grade level. 

 

E.  Elementary Program of Studies Requirements 

1. The elementary grades shall provide a foundation in fundamentals of the   language 
arts, mathematics, social studies, science, health, physical education, and cultural 
arts. 

 
2.   Each elementary school shall provide 63,720 minutes of instructional time per year. 
 
3. Each grade level, grades one through eight, shall teach the content subject areas 

outlined in Bulletin 741, ensuring strict adherence to the Louisiana Content 
Standards and Grade-Level Expectations, and locally developed curricula. 

 
4. Each LEA should adhere to the suggested and required minimum minutes for 

elementary grades. 
 
5. Elementary schools shall offer an articulated foreign language program for 30 

minutes daily in grades four through six, and 150 minutes per week in grades seven 
and eight. 

 Note: Refer to Bulletin 741, §2313 

F.   Carnegie Credit Time Requirements 

     Since each school shall provide 63,720 minutes of instructional time per year, the 
minimum amount of instructional time required for one Carnegie credit to be earned 
shall be as follows: 

 1. 10,620 minutes for a six-period schedule; 

 2.  9,103 minutes for a seven-period schedule; and 

 3.  7,965 minutes for eight-period or 4 x 4 block schedules. 

4. For other schedule configurations, a minimum of 7,965 minutes of instructional time     
must be met for one Carnegie credit to be earned. 

5. For credit recovery courses, follow the policy in §2324 of Bulletin 741. 

 

G.  High School Graduation Requirements 

1. Graduation requirements can be found in §2319 of Bulletin 741. Note that for 
incoming freshmen in 2008-2009, 24 units will be required for graduation. 
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2.  In addition to completing a minimum of 23 or 24 Carnegie credits, students must 
pass the English language arts and mathematics components of the GEE  and either 
the science or social studies portions of GEE  to earn a standard high school 
diploma. 

a. The English language arts and mathematics components of GEE shall first be 
administered to students in the 10th grade. 

 
b. The science and social studies components of the graduation test shall first be 

administered to students in the 11th grade. 
 
c.  Students with disabilities identified under the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act shall be eligible for a GEE waiver if the student meets all other 
graduation requirements and is able to pass two of the three required 
components, and if the  DOE review determines the studentôs disability 
significantly impacts his/her ability to pass the final required GEE component. 

 
H.  Scheduling 
 

 A. The purpose of scheduling within available time frames and staff resources shall be 
to meet the educational needs of students. 

1. A copy of the daily/weekly schedule of work providing for all subject areas in 
the curriculum shall be on file in the principalôs office and shall be posted at all times. 

B. Prior to student scheduling each year, each middle, junior, or high school shall 
provide the parent/guardian/legal custodian with a listing of course offerings, the content 
of each, and high school graduation requirements where appropriate. 

1. By the end of the eighth grade, each student shall develop, with the input of 
his family, a Five Year Educational Plan.  Such a plan shall include a sequence of 
courses that is consistent with the studentôs stated goals for one year after graduation.   

2. Each studentôs Five Year Educational Plan shall be reviewed annually 
thereafter by the student, parents, and school advisor and revised as needed. 

3. Every middle, junior, or high school shall require that the 
parent/guardian/legal custodian sign his/her childôs schedule form and Five Year 
Educational Plan for students in grades 8-12.  

C. Student scheduling shall be individually appropriate and flexible to allow entry into 
and exit from courses and course sequences that are available for meeting curricular 
requirements. 

 
I.   Grade Tampering 

 
1.  Based upon local school board policy pursuant to these guidelines, each teacher 

shall, on an individualized basis, determine promotion or placement of each student 
[Act 750, R.S. 17:24.4 (G)].  Local School Board policies relative to pupil progression 
will apply to students placed in regular education programs as well as to exceptional 
students and to students placed in alternative programs.  Placement decisions for 
exceptional students must be made in accordance with the least restrictive 
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environment requirements of state and federal laws (Act 754 regulations, subsection 
443). 

  

2.  No school board member, school superintendent, assistant superintendent, principal, 
guidance counselor, teacher, or other administrative staff member of the school or 
the central staff of the parish or city school board shall attempt, directly or indirectly, 
to influence, alter, or otherwise affect the grade received by a student from his/her 
teacher (R.S. 17:414.2). 

 
J.    Transfer Students 
 

1.  A student transferred from a state-approved school, in- or out-of-state, shall be 
allowed credit for work completed in the previous school.  When a student transfers 
from one school to another, a properly certified transcript, showing the studentôs 
record of attendance, achievement, immunization, and the units of credit earned, 
shall be required. 

a. Records, including evaluation information for exceptional students transferring 
from another system, shall be reviewed by pupil appraisal and approved by the 
Supervisor of Special Education before the student is enrolled in a special 
education program. 

 

b. Students in grades five and nine transferring to the public school system from 
any in-state nonpublic school (state approved and unapproved), or home 
schooling program, or Louisiana resident transferring from any out-of-state 
school, shall be required to pass the English language arts and Mathematics 
portions of the state-selected LEAP  placement test. 

 

2. Local school officials from any state-approved school receiving a student from an   
unapproved school, in- or out-of-state, approved home study programs, or foreign 
schools will determine the placement and/or credits for the student through 
screening, evaluations, and/or examinations.   

a. The principal and/or superintendent may require the student to take an   
examination on any subject matter for which credit is claimed.   

b. The school issuing the high school diploma shall account for all credits required 
for graduation, and its records will show when and where the credit was earned. 

c. Students in grades five and nine transferring to the public school system from 
any in-state nonpublic school (state-approved and unapproved), or home 
schooling program, or Louisiana resident transferring from any out-of-state 
school, shall be required to pass the English Language Arts and Mathematics 
portions of the state-selected LEAP placement test. 

3. Credits earned by students in American schools in foreign countries shall be           
accepted at face value. 

      Note:   Refer to Bulletin 1566:  Guidelines for Pupil Progression. 
      AUTHORITY NOTE:   Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 17:236.2. 
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Transfer polices for students with disabilities 
 

Districts will follow the procedures described in Bulletin 1706:  Regulations for the 
Implementation of the Children with Exceptionalities Act for enrollment of a transferring 
student with disabilities.  

¶ Transfer from outside of state ï In the case of a child with a disability who transfers 
school districts within the same academic year, who enrolls in a new school and who 
had an IEP that was in effect in another state, the local education agency shall 
provide such child with a free appropriate public education, including services 
comparable to those described in the previously held IEP, in consultation with the 
parents, until such time as the local education agency conducts an evaluation, and if 
appropriate, develops a new IEP that is consistent with federal and state laws. 

¶ Students who have a documented severe or low-incidence impairment documented 
by a qualified professional shall be initially enrolled in a special education program 
concurrent with the conduct of an evaluation. This enrollment process, from the 
initial entry into the LEA to placement, shall occur within 10 school days. 

¶ Students out-of-school and/or former special education students residing in the 
state, students out-of-school, including students ages 3 through 5 years who are 
suspected of having a disability, and former special education students who have left 
a public school without completing their public education by obtaining a state 
diploma, shall be referred to the LEAôs Child Search Coordination. The Child Search 
Coordinator shall locate and offer enrollment in the appropriate public school 
program, and if needed, refer the student for an individual evaluation.  Following the 
enrollment process, students may be enrolled with the development of an interim 
IEP based on their individual needs.  If the Louisiana evaluation is current, students 
may be enrolled with the development of a review IEP within five school days. 

 
K.   Limited English Proficient (LEP) Students 
 
The requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 are as follows: 
 
1.  Establish procedures to identify language minority students. 
 
2. Establish procedures to determine if language minority students are Limited English 

Proficient. 
 
3. Establish procedures for age-appropriate placement and determine the specialized 

language services or program the district will use to address the linguistic and cultural 
needs of the limited English proficient student. 

 
4.  Establish procedures to monitor former Limited English Proficient students for two years.  
 
5.   No LEP student shall be retained solely because of limited English proficiency. 
 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964: Title VI prohibits discrimination on the grounds of 
race, color, or national origin by recipients of federal financial assistance. The Title VI 
regulatory requirements have been interpreted to prohibit denial of equal access to 
education because of a language minority student's limited proficiency in English. 

http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_99/34cfr100_99.html
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(See: Louisiana District and School Administrators English Language Learners Program 
Handbook)  

 

L.  Alternative Schools/Programs/Settings 

1. The local school board may establish alternative schools/programs/settings that shall 
respond to the particular educational need(s) of its students. 

 Note: Refer to Bulletin 741, Chapter 29, Alternative Schools and Programs 
 

2.  A school system shall implement the PreGED/Skills Option Program and shall   
obtain approval from the LDE at least 60 days prior to the establishment of the 
program.   

     Note:  Refer to Bulletin 741: § 2907 for program guidelines. 

 
M.  Review of Placement 

  1.  Review of promotion and placement decisions may be initiated by the local school        
board, superintendent and/or parent or guardian [Act 750; R.S. 17:24.4(G)]. 

 
2. Each Local school board may adopt policies whereby it may review promotion and 

placement decisions in order to ensure compliance with its local plan [Act 750; R.S. 
17:24.4(G)]. 

 

N.  Policies on Records and Reports 

1.  Local school systems shall maintain permanent records of each studentôs placement, 
K-12.  Each record shall be maintained as a part of the studentôs cumulative file. 

 
2. Student records for the purposes of these Guidelines shall include the following: 
 

¶ Course grades; 
 

¶ Scores on the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program; 
 

¶ Scores on local testing programs and screening instruments necessary to 
document the local criteria for promotion; 

 

¶ Information (or reason) for student placement (See definition of placement.); 
 

¶ Documentation of results of student participation in remedial and alternative 
programs; 

 

¶ Special education documents as specified in the approved IDEA-Part B, LEA 
application; 

 

¶ A copy of the letter informing the parent of either the placement of the student 
in or the removal of the student from a remedial program; and 
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¶ A statement regarding written notification to the parent concerning retention 
and due process procedures. 

 
Note: Refer to Bulletin 741, §703, Student Records 

 

O.  Policies on Due Process 

1.  Due process procedures for teachers, students, and parents shall be specified in 
each local Pupil Progression Plan as related to student placement.  The local school 
system must ensure that these procedures do not contradict the due process rights 
of students with disabilities as defined in the IDEA-Part B.  

 

P.  Legislative Guidelines 
 

1. Local school systems are encouraged to develop criterion-referenced testing 
programs for local assessment use [Act 621; R.S. 17:391.7(G) and Act 750; R.S. 
17:24(H)]. 

 
2. Local criteria for K-12 must supplement the content standards approved by the 

SBESE [Act 750; R.S. 17:24(G)]. 
 

      3. Local criteria must be coordinated with statewide curricular standards fo r 
required subjects, to    be developed as part of the competency -based 

education plan [Act 750; R.S. 17:24.4(E) and (G)].  
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SECTION III 
 

LOCAL OPTIONS 
 

Placement Policies 
These policies address promotion and retention criteria applicable to regular education 
students, students with disabilities, and Limited English Proficient students. 
 
In addition to the statewide mandatory criteria for student placement as presented in 
Section II of these guidelines, local school boards, by written local policies, may also 
establish local criteria to be used in determining student placement.  Such criteria shall be 
compatible with the statewide criteria established in Section II and shall be submitted to the 
LDE as part of the local Pupil Progression Plan. 
 
Departmental Guidelines 
Student scores on local testing programs may be used as additional criteria for determining 
pupil progression.  Additional skills may be specified and tested for mastery at the local 
level as additional criteria for placement.  With reference to pupil placement, the local 
school system shall state the name of the instrument and the publishers of other testing 
and screening programs to be used locally in grades K ï 12 for regular and exceptional 
students. 
 
Other Local Option Factors 
In conjunction with the legislated guidelines and LDE directives, local school systems may 
include evaluative criteria in their local Pupil Progression Plans.  If other criteria are used, 
the Pupil Progression Plan must so specify. 
 
 
The following questions will provide information regarding placement decisions 
determined by the Local Education Agency (LEA).  Please provide your response 
following each question using blue font.  If the local option is not provided by your 
LEA, include a statement that indicates such.   

 
Do not delete any questions or leave questions unanswered. 

 
 
A.  Kindergarten Entrance and Screening 
 

1. Name the nationally recognized readiness screening instrument used for every child 
entering kindergarten for the first time. 

 
¶ Every child entering kindergarten for the first time shall be given The 

Developing Skills Checklist by CTB/McGraw Hill. The test will be 
administered no earlier than thirty days before and no later than thirty 
days after the beginning of the school year. The results of this 
screening shall be used for planning, instruction, and for placement in 
the regular kindergarten classroom. The parent or guardian of each 
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child shall be advised of the results of the childôs performance on the 
test (Act 146-1986).  

 
2. Describe the LEAôs policy on early entrance into kindergarten for those students 

identified as gifted, if applicable. 
 

¶ Refer to LEAôs policy regarding Vertical Acceleration in Section III - F 
 

3. Name the academic readiness screening instrument used for those students who are 
entering first grade without attending a full-day public or private kindergarten for a full 
academic year.  (This must be consistent with the instrument used for students being 
promoted from kindergarten.)  

 

¶ Students who did not attend a kindergarten program prior to the first 
grade must master kindergarten skills as determined by the 
Tangipahoa Parish Skills Checklist. Students must satisfactorily 
complete 26 of the 37 skills. 

 
4. Name the academic readiness screening instrument used for those students from out 

of state who are entering first grade and not meeting the requirements herein for 
kindergarten attendance.   

 

¶ Students entering first grade and not meeting the requirements for 
kindergarten attendance must master kindergarten skills as determined 
by the Tangipahoa Parish Skills Checklist. Students must 
satisfactorily complete 26 of the 37 skills prior to entering first 
grade. 

 
 
B.  Placement:  Grades K-12 
  

1. List detailed and specific LEA course requirements, Carnegie unit requirements or 
other factors used for promotion by grade level (K ï 12). If promotion criteria for 4th 
and 8th grade students exceed the state requirements of passing LEAP, list any 
additional requirements (i.e., passing certain courses, etc.) for those grades.   

 
Placement Policies K-12 

 
1. Based upon local school board policy, each teacher shall, on an 
individualized basis,  determine promotion or placement of each student 
(Act 750, R.S. 17:24G) Local  School board policies relative to pupil 
progression will apply to students placed in  regular education programs 
as well as to exceptional students and to students placed  in alternative 
programs. Placement decisions for exceptional students must be made  in 
accordance with the least restrictive environment requirements of state and 
federal  laws (Act 754 regulations, subsection 443). Exceptional 
students participating in LEAP  21 must be provided with significant 
accommodations as noted in the studentsô IEP (refer to Bulletin 1566 page 7). 
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2. No school board member, school superintendent, assistant superintendent, 
principal, guidance counselor, other teacher, or administrative staff 
members of the parish or city school board shall attempt, directly, or 
indirectly, to influence, alter, or otherwise affect the grade received by a 
student from his teacher, ñunless it is determined that the grade is an error 
or that the grade is demonstrably inconsistent with the teacherôs grading 
policy as per R.S. 17:414.2.ò 

3. The Pupil Performance Conference Committee is a committee of 
professionals at each local school serving as a coordinating team to 
determine whether or not students assigned to that particular school should 
be administratively placed or placed with interventions at the next grade 
level (k,1,2,3,4,5,6, and 7 only) or retained, or be vertically accelerated. For 
student of grade 4 and 8 the committee must review student performance 
on the LEAP Spring Test/Summer Retest to determine promotion, retention, 
or placement options.  

4. The function of the Pupil Performance Conference Committee is as follows: 
A. Determine whether or not a regularly placed student 

should be administratively placed or placed with 
interventions to the next grade level or be retained. 

B. Determine whether or not a regularly placed student 
should be vertically accelerated to the grade level 
above the next grade level thus skipping a grade. 

 
 
The Pupil Performance Conference Committee includes the following: 
 

C. Principal 
D. Homeroom Teacher 
E. Teacher or Counselor for the grade level above 
F. Parent/Guardian (optional) 
G. Others as needed 

 
 

*The parent/guardian shall be afforded the opportunity to attend the Pupil Performance Conference 
Committee meeting. However, the signature of the parent or guardian is required for vertical acceleration. 
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Kindergarten Promotion Criteria: 
 

1. Attend a minimum of 160 days per school session 
2. Attend school a minimum of 6 hours each day 
3. Follow the program of studies as detailed in Bulletin 741 
4. The first six weeks of school will be ungraded and will be marked on the 
report card as ñreadinessò. 

5. Mastery of kindergarten skills as determined by the Tangipahoa Parish 
Kindergarten Checklist. Students must master 26 of the 37 skills listed, 
which is 70%, or be recommended by the principal, to be promoted to 
the first grade. Students who fail to meet this criterion shall be referred to 
the Pupil Performance Conference Committee.  

6. Every child, as a prerequisite to enrollment to any FIRST grade of a 
public school, shall meet one of the following criteria: 

a. Have attended a full day public or private kindergarten for a full 
academic year OR 

b. Have satisfactorily pass academic readiness screening 
administered by the school system at the time of enrollment for 
first grade. 

7. The function of the Pupil Performance Conference Committee at this 
grade level is as follows: 

a. To recommend whether or not a regularly placed student should 
be administratively placed at the next grade level or be retained.  

b. To determine whether or not a regularly place student should be 
vertically accelerated to the grade level above the next grade 
level thus skipping a grade. 
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First Grade Promotion Criteria: 
 

1. Attend a minimum of 160 days per school session. 
 
2. Attend school a minimum of 6 hours each school day, excluding recess and lunch 
 
3. Follow the program of studies as detailed in Bulletin 741. 
 
4. Students who are not administered a state CRT must demonstrate proficiency in 

grade appropriate skills as defined by state standards. 
 
5. First six-weeks will be ungraded for students and will be marked on the report card 
as ñreadinessò with no letter grades indicated. Grades will be assigned for all 
subject areas during the second through sixth six-weeks period. 

 
6. Major subjects are reading, mathematics, and English. All other subjects are 

considered minor. A student may fail two minors or English and still be promoted. If 
they fail English and a minor they fail. To successfully complete a course, a 
student must compile five points during the five six-weeks period, with a minimum 
of three points earned during the last three six-weeks period. 

 
7. When a minimum of three points was earned during the last three six-weeks, the 

session grade will be determined by adding the quality points of grades earned 
from the second through sixth six-weeks and dividing by the sum of five. 

 
8. When a minimum of three points was NOT earned during the last three six weeks, 

a grade of F is to be recorded for the session grades. 
 

9. Achieve an average of an absolute D (1.0) in mathematics course work. Session 
grade will be determined by adding the quality points on grades earned from the 
second through sixth six-weeks and dividing the sum by five (5), with a minimum of 
three points earned during the last three six-weeks period. 

 
10. Achieve an average of an absolute D (1.0) in reading. Session grade will be 

determined by adding the quality points of grades earned from the second through 
sixth six-weeks and dividing the sum by five (5), with a minimum of three points 
earned during the last three six-weeks period. 

 
11. A special education student whoôs Individualized Education Plan (IEP) specifies 

instruction in the State approved alternative curriculum must achieve an absolute D 
(1.0) at the studentôs current instructional level. Students who do not meet this 
criterion must be referred to the Pupil Progression Plan Conference Committee. 
Additionally, the IEP committee shall reconvene to determine further 
accommodations to meet the studentôs needs. 

 
12. Regular education students whose Section 504 Accommodation Plan specifies 

instruction in the parish adopted multi-sensory instructional reading program, 
Project Read, or one of the other parish approved supplemental reading programs 
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should be entered as remediation grades on the report card, such as S-
Satisfactory, N-Needs Improvement, or U- Unsatisfactory. 

 
13. Supplemental Reading Programs such as Wilson Reading or Project Read should 

not be used as the studentôs primary reading grade.  
 

14. Students must achieve an absolute D (1.0) in the regular reading classroom that 
addresses the grade level expectations at the studentôs current grade level. 

 
15. The function of the Pupil Performance Conference Committee at this grade level 

is as follows: 
 

Å To recommend whether or not a regularly placed student should be 
administratively placed at the next grade level or be retained.  

Å To determine whether or not a regularly place student should be 
vertically accelerated to the grade level above the next grade level 
thus skipping a grade. 
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  Second Grade Promotion Criteria: 
 
1. Attend a minimum of 160 days per school session. 

 
2. Attend school a minimum of 6 hours each school day, excluding recess and lunch 

 
3. Follow the program of studies as detailed in Bulletin 741. 

 
4. Students who are not administered a state CRT must demonstrate proficiency in 

grade appropriate skills as defined by state standards. 
 

5. Major subjects are reading, mathematics, and English. All other subjects are 
considered minor. A student may fail two minors or English and still be promoted. If 
they fail English and a minor they fail. To successfully complete a course, a 
student must compile five points during the five six-weeks period, with a minimum 
of three points earned during the last three six-weeks period. 

 
6. When a minimum of three points was earned during the last three six-weeks, the 

session grade will be determined by adding the quality points of grades earned 
from the first through sixth six-weeks and dividing by the sum of six. 

 
7. When a minimum of three points was NOT earned during the last three six weeks, 

a grade of F is to be recorded for the session grades. 
 

8. Achieve an average of an absolute D (1.0) in mathematics course work. Session 
grade will be determined by adding the quality points on grades earned from the 
first through sixth six-weeks and dividing the sum by six (6), with a minimum of 
three points earned during the last three six-weeks period. 

 
9. Achieve an average of an absolute D (1.0) in reading. Session grade will be 

determined by adding the quality points of grades earned from the first through 
sixth six-weeks and dividing the sum by six (6), with a minimum of three points 
earned during the last three six-weeks period. 

 
10. Achieve an average of an absolute D (1.0) in English.  Session grades will be 

determined by adding the quality points of grades earned during each six-weeks 
and dividing the sum by six (6). 

 
11. Special education students whose Individualized Education Plan (IEP) specifies 

instruction in the State approved alternative curriculum must achieve an absolute D 
(1.0) at the studentôs current instructional level. Students who do not meet this 
criterion must be referred to the Pupil Progression Plan Conference Committee. 
Additionally, the IEP committee shall reconvene to determine further 
accommodations to meet the studentôs needs. 

 
12. Regular education students whose Section 504 Accommodation Plan specifies 

instruction in the parish adopted multi-sensory instructional reading program, 
Project Read, or one of the other parish approved supplemental reading programs 
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should be entered as remediation grades on the report card, such as S-
Satisfactory, N-Needs Improvement, or U- Unsatisfactory. 

 
13. Supplemental Reading Programs such as Wilson Reading or Project Read should 

not be used as the studentôs primary reading grade.  
 

14. Students must achieve an absolute D (1.0) in the regular reading classroom that 
addresses the grade level expectations at the studentôs current grade level. 

 
15. The function of the Pupil Performance Conference Committee at this grade level 

is as follows: 
c. To recommend whether or not a regularly placed student should 

be administratively placed at the next grade level or be retained.  
d. To determine whether or not a regularly place student should be 

vertically accelerated to the grade level above the next grade 
level thus skipping a grade. 
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Third Grade Promotion Criteria: 
 

1. Attend school a minimum of 160 days per school session.   
 
2. Attend school a minimum of 6 hours each school day (exclusive of 

recess and lunch). 
 
3. Follow the program of studies as detailed in Bulletin 741. 
 
4. Students who are not administered a state CRT must demonstrate 

proficiency in grade appropriate skills as defined by state standards.   
 
5. Major subjects are reading, mathematics, and English.  All other 

subjects which receive letter grades are considered minor.  A student 
may fail two minors and be promoted.  Session grades will be 
determined by adding the quality points of grades earned each six-
weeks and dividing the sum by six (6). 

 
6. When a minimum of three points was earned during the last three six 

weeks, the session grade will be determined by adding the quality 
points of grades earned from the first through sixth six-weeks and 
dividing by the sum of six (6). 

 
7. When a minimum of three points was NOT earned during the last 

three six-weeks, a grade of F is to be recorded for the session grade. 
 
8. Achieve an average of an absolute D (1.0) in mathematics.  Session   

grades will be determined by adding the quality points of grades 
earned during each six-weeks and dividing the sum by six (6).     

                                                          
9. Achieve an average of an absolute D (1.0) in reading.  Session 

grades will be determined by adding the quality points of grades 
earned during each six-weeks and dividing the sum by six (6). 

 
10. Achieve an average of an absolute D (1.0) in English.  Session 

grades will be determined by adding the quality points of grades 
earned during each six-weeks and dividing the sum by six (6). 

 
11. Special education students whose Individualized Education Plan 

specifies instruction in the State approved alternative curriculum must 
achieve an absolute D (1.0) at the studentôs current instructional 
level.  Students who do not meet this criterion must be referred to the 
Pupil Performance Conference Committee.  Additionally, the IEP 
committee shall reconvene to determine further accommodations to 
meet the studentôs needs. 

 
12. Special education students whose Individualized Education Plan 

specifies instruction in the parish adopted an alternate mathematics 
program (SRA Connecting Math) must achieve an absolute D (1.0) at 
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the studentôs current instructional level.  Students who do not meet 
this criterion must be referred to the Pupil Performance Conference 
Committee.  Additionally, the IEP Committee shall reconvene to 
determine further accommodations to meet the studentôs needs. 

 
13. Regular education students whose Section 504 Accommodation 

Plan specifies instruction in the parish adopted multi-sensory 
instructional reading program, Project Read, or one of the other 
parish approved supplemental reading programs should be entered 
as remediation grades on the report card, such as S-Satisfactory, N-
Needs Improvement, or U- Unsatisfactory. 
Supplemental Reading Programs such as Wilson Reading or Project 
Read should not be used as the studentôs primary reading grade.  
Students must achieve an absolute D (1.0) in the regular reading 
classroom that addresses the grade level expectations at the 
studentôs current grade level. 

 
14. Regular education students who are placed in one of the parish 

approved alternative reading programs must achieve an absolute D 
(1.0) at the studentôs current instructional level.  Students who do not 
meet this criterion must be referred to the Pupil Performance 
Conference Committee. 

 
15. The function of the Pupil Performance Conference Committee at 

this grade level is as follows: 
a. To recommend whether or not a regularly placed 

student should be administratively placed at the next 
grade level or be retained.  

b. To determine whether or not a regularly place student 
should be vertically accelerated to the grade level 
above the next grade level thus skipping a grade. 
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 Fourth Grade Promotion Criteria: 
 
1. Attend school a minimum of 160 days per school session.   
 
2. Attend school a minimum of 6 hours each school day (exclusive of recess 

and lunch). 
 
3. Follow the program of studies as detailed in Bulletin 741. 
 
4. Major subjects are reading, mathematics, and English.  All other subjects 

which receive letter grades are considered minor.  A student may fail two 
minors and be promoted.  To successfully complete a course, a student 
must compile six points during the six six-week periods, with a minimum of 
three points earned during the last three six-week periods. 

 
5. When a minimum of three points was earned during the last three six-

weeks, the session grade will be determined by adding the quality points of 
grades earned from the first through sixth six-weeks and dividing the sum by 
six (6). 

 
6. When a minimum of three points was NOT earned during the last three six-

weeks, a grade of F is to be recorded for the session grades. 
 
7. Achieve an average of an absolute D (1.0) in mathematics course work.  

Session grades will be determined by adding the quality points of grades 
earned during each six-weeks and dividing the sum by six (6), with a 
minimum of three points earned during the last three six weeks periods. 

 
8. Achieve an average of an absolute D (1.0) in reading. Session grades will 

be determined by adding the quality points of grades earned during each 
six-weeks and dividing the sum by six (6), with a minimum of three points 
earned during the last three six-weeks periods. 

 
9. Achieve an average of an absolute D (1.0) in English.  Session grades will 

be determined by adding the quality points of grades earned during each 
six-weeks and dividing the sum by six (6), with a minimum of three points 
earned during the last three six-weeks periods.  

 
      
10. Special education students whose Individualized Education Plan specifies 

instruction in the State approved alternative curriculum must achieve an 
absolute D (1.0) at the studentôs current instructional level.  Students who 
do not meet this criterion must be referred to the Pupil Performance 
Conference Committee.  Additionally, the IEP committee shall reconvene to 
determine further accommodations to meet the studentôs needs. 

 
11. Special education students whose Individualized Education Plan specifies 

instruction in the parish adopted an alternate mathematics program (SRA 
Connecting Math) must achieve an absolute D (1.0) at the studentôs current 
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instructional level.  Students who do not meet this criterion must be referred 
to the Pupil Performance Conference Committee.  Additionally, the IEP 
Committee shall reconvene to determine further accommodations to meet 
the studentôs needs. 

 
12. Regular education students whose Section 504 Accommodation Plan 

specifies instruction in the parish adopted multi-sensory instructional 
reading program, Project Read, or one of the other parish approved 
supplemental reading programs should be entered as remediation grades 
on the report card, such as S-Satisfactory, N-Needs Improvement, or U- 
Unsatisfactory. 

 
Supplemental Reading Programs such as Wilson Reading or Project 
Read should not be used as the studentôs primary reading grade. 

 
Students must achieve an absolute D (1.0) in the regular reading 
classroom that addresses the grade level expectations at the 
studentôs current grade level. 

 
13. Regular Education students who are placed in one of the parish approved 

alternative reading programs must achieve an absolute D (1.0) at the 
studentôs current grade level. Students who do not meet this criterion must 
be referred to the Pupil Performance Conference Committee. 

 
14. Policy Override ï If a student passes the LEAP 21 for the subject failed 

according to the state standards, the policy regarding the 3 point rule can be 
waived for that student. 
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Fifth Grade Promotion Criteria: 
 

1.  Attend school a minimum of 160 days per school session.   
 
2. Attend school a minimum of 6 hours each school day (exclusive of 

recess and lunch). 
 
3. Follow the program of studies as detailed in Bulletin 741. 
 
4. Students who are not administered a state CRT must demonstrate 

proficiency in grade appropriate skills as defined by state standards.  
  
5. Major subjects are reading, mathematics, English, science, and social 

studies.  All other subjects which receive letter grades are considered 
minor.  

 
6. A student must achieve an absolute D (1.0) in reading, mathematics and 

English.  A student may fail science OR social studies AND one minor 
subject and be promoted.  A student may fail two minors and be 
promoted. To successfully complete a course, a student must compile 
six points during the six six-weeks periods, with a minimum of three 
points earned during the last three six-weeks periods.   

  
7. When a minimum of three points was earned during the last three six-

weeks, the session grade will be determined by adding the quality points 
of grades earned from the first through sixth six-weeks and dividing the 
sum by six (6). 

 
8. When a minimum of three points was NOT earned during the last three 

six-weeks, a grade of F is to be recorded for the session grade.  
 
9. Special education student who Individualized Education Plan specifies 

instruction in the parish adopted alternate reading program (SRA 
Reading Mastery) must achieve an absolute D (1.0) at the studentôs 
current instructional level.  Students who do not meet this criterion must 
be referred to the Pupil Performance Conference Committee.  
Additionally, the IEP committee shall reconvene to determine further 
accommodations to meet the studentôs needs. 

 
10. Special education student who Individualized Education Plan specifies 

instruction in the State approved alternative curriculum must achieve an 
absolute D (1.0) at the studentôs current instructional level.  Students 
who do not meet this criterion must be referred to the Pupil Performance 
Conference Committee.  Additionally, the IEP committee shall reconvene 
to determine further accommodations to meet the studentôs needs. 

 
11.  Regular education students whose Section 504 Accommodation Plan 

specifies instruction in the parish adopted multi-sensory instructional 
reading program, Project Read, or one of the other parish approved 
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supplemental reading programs should be entered as remediation 
grades on the report card, such as S-Satisfactory, N-Needs 
Improvement, or U- Unsatisfactory. 

 
Supplemental Reading Programs such as Wilson Reading or Project 
Read should not be used as the studentôs primary reading grade. 
 
Students must achieve an absolute D (1.0) in the regular reading 
classroom that addresses the grade level expectations at the 
studentôs current grade level. 
 

12. Regular education students who are placed in one of the parish 
approved supplemental reading programs must achieve an absolute D 
(1.0) at the studentôs current grade level.  Students who do not meet this 
criterion must be referred to the Pupil Performance Conference 
Committee. 

 
13. The function of the Pupil Performance Conference Committee at this 

grade level is as follows: 
 

Á to determine whether or not a regularly placed student should 
be administratively placed or placed with intervention to the 
next grade level or be retained. 

Á to determine whether or not a regularly placed student should 
be vertically accelerated to the grade level above the next 
grade level thus skipping a grade. 
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       Sixth Grade Promotion Criteria:  
 

1. Attend school a minimum of 160 days per school session.   
 
2. Attend school a minimum of 6 hours each school day (exclusive of 

recess and lunch). 
 
3. Follow the program of studies as detailed in Bulletin 741. 
 
4. Students who are not administered a state CRT must demonstrate 

proficiency in grade appropriate skills as defined by state standards. 
   
5. Major subjects are reading, mathematics, English, science, and social 

studies.  All other subjects which receive letter grades are considered 
minor.  

 
6. A student must achieve an absolute D (1.0) in reading, mathematics and 

English.  A student may fail science OR social studies AND one minor 
subject and be promoted.  A student may fail two minors and be 
promoted. To successfully complete a course, a student must compile 
six points during the six six-weeks periods, with a minimum of three 
points earned during the last three six-weeks periods.  

   
7. When a minimum of three points was earned during the last three six-

weeks, the session grade will be determined by adding the quality points 
of grades earned from the first through sixth six-weeks and dividing the 
sum by six (6). 

 
8. When a minimum of three points was NOT earned during the last three 

six-weeks, a grade of F is to be recorded for the session grade.  
 
9. Special education student who Individualized Education Plan specifies 

instruction in the parish adopted alternate reading program (SRA 
Reading Mastery) must achieve an absolute D (1.0) at the studentôs 
current instructional level.  Students who do not meet this criterion must 
be referred to the Pupil Performance Conference Committee.  
Additionally, the IEP committee shall reconvene to determine further 
accommodations to meet the studentôs needs. 

 
10. Special education student who Individualized Education Plan specifies 

instruction in the State approved alternative curriculum must achieve an 
absolute D (1.0) at the studentôs current instructional level.  Students 
who do not meet this criterion must be referred to the Pupil Performance 
Conference Committee.  Additionally, the IEP committee shall reconvene 
to determine further accommodations to meet the studentôs needs. 

 
11.  Regular education students whose Section 504 Accommodation Plan 

specifies instruction in the parish adopted multi-sensory instructional 
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reading program, Project Read, or one of the other parish approved 
supplemental reading programs should be entered as remediation 
grades on the report card, such as S-Satisfactory, N-Needs 
Improvement, or U- Unsatisfactory. 

 
Supplemental Reading Programs such as Wilson Reading or Project 
Read should not be used as the studentôs primary reading grade. 
 
Students must achieve an absolute D (1.0) in the regular reading 
classroom that addresses the grade level expectations at the 
studentôs current grade level. 

 
12. Regular education students who are placed in one of the parish 

approved supplemental reading programs must achieve an absolute D 
(1.0) at the studentôs current grade level.  Students who do not meet this 
criterion must be referred to the Pupil Performance Conference 
Committee. 

 
13. The function of the Pupil Performance Conference Committee at this 

grade level is as follows: 
 

Á to determine whether or not a regularly placed student should 
be administratively placed or placed with intervention to the 
next grade level or be retained. 

 
Á to determine whether or not a regularly placed student should 

be vertically accelerated to the grade level above the next 
grade level thus skipping a grade. 
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              Seventh Grade Promotion Criteria: 
 

1. Attend school a minimum of 160 days per school session.  
  
2. Attend school a minimum of 6 hours each school day (exclusive of recess 

and lunch). 
 
3. Follow the program of studies as detailed in Bulletin 741. 
 
4. Students who are not administered a state CRT must demonstrate 

proficiency in grade appropriate skills as defined by state standards. 
  
5. Major subjects are reading, mathematics, English, science, and social 

studies.  All other subjects which receive letter grades are considered minor.  
 
6. A student must achieve an absolute D (1.0) in reading, mathematics and 

English.  A student may fail science OR social studies AND one minor 
subject and be promoted.  A student may fail two minors and be promoted. 
To successfully complete a course, a student must compile six points during 
the six six-weeks periods, with a minimum of three points earned during the 
last three six-weeks periods. 

    
7. When a minimum of three points was earned during the last three six-

weeks, the session grade will be determined by adding the quality points of 
grades earned from the first through sixth six-weeks and dividing the sum by 
six (6). 

 
8. When a minimum of three points was NOT earned during the last three six-

weeks, a grade of F is to be recorded for the session grade.  
 
9. Special education student who Individualized Education Plan specifies 

instruction in the parish adopted alternate reading program (SRA Reading 
Mastery) must achieve an absolute D (1.0) at the studentôs current 
instructional level.  Students who do not meet this criterion must be referred 
to the Pupil Performance Conference Committee.  Additionally, the IEP 
committee shall reconvene to determine further accommodations to meet 
the studentôs needs. 

 
10. Special education student who Individualized Education Plan specifies 

instruction in the State approved alternative curriculum must achieve an 
absolute D (1.0) at the studentôs current instructional level.  Students who 
do not meet this criterion must be referred to the Pupil Performance 
Conference Committee.  Additionally, the IEP committee shall reconvene to 
determine further accommodations to meet the studentôs needs. 

 
11.  Regular education students whose Section 504 Accommodation Plan 

specifies instruction in the parish adopted multi-sensory instructional 
reading program, Project Read, or one of the other parish approved 
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supplemental reading programs should be entered as remediation grades 
on the report card, such as S-Satisfactory, N-Needs Improvement, or U- 
Unsatisfactory. 

 
Supplemental Reading Programs such as Wilson Reading or Project 
Read should not be used as the studentôs primary reading grade. 
 
Students must achieve an absolute D (1.0) in the regular reading 
classroom that addresses the grade level expectations at the 
studentôs current grade level. 
 

12. Regular education students who are placed in one of the parish approved 
supplemental reading programs must achieve an absolute D (1.0) at the 
studentôs current grade level.  Students who do not meet this criterion must 
be referred to the Pupil Performance Conference Committee. 

 
13. The function of the Pupil Performance Conference Committee at this 

grade level is as follows: 
 

¶ to determine whether or not a regularly placed student should 
be administratively placed or placed with intervention to the 
next grade level or be retained. 

 

¶ to determine whether or not a regularly placed student 
should be vertically accelerated to the grade level above the 
next grade level thus skipping a grade 
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             Eighth Grade Promotion Criteria: 
 

1. Attend school a minimum of 160 days per school session.   
 
2. Attend school a minimum of 6 hours each school day  
      (exclusive of recess and lunch). 
 
3. Follow the program of studies as detailed in Bulletin 741. 

 
4. Students who are not administered a state CRT must demonstrate 

proficiency in grade appropriate skills as defined by state standards.   
 

5. Major subjects are reading, mathematics, English, science, and social 
studies.  All other subjects which receive letter grades are considered minor.  

 
6. A student must achieve an absolute D (1.0) in reading, mathematics and 

English.  A student may fail science OR social studies AND one minor 
subject and be promoted.  A student may fail two minors and be promoted. 
To successfully complete a course, a student must compile six points during 
the six six-weeks periods, with a minimum of three points earned during the 
last three six-weeks periods.  

 
7. When a minimum of three points was earned during the last three six-

weeks, the session grade will be determined by adding the quality points of 
grades earned from the first through sixth six-weeks and dividing the sum by 
six (6). 

 
8. When a minimum of three points was NOT earned during the last three six-

weeks, a grade of F is to be recorded for the session grade.  
 

9. Special education student who Individualized Education Plan specifies 
instruction in the parish adopted alternate reading program (SRA Reading 
Mastery) must achieve an absolute D (1.0) at the studentôs current 
instructional level.  Students who do not meet this criterion must be referred 
to the Pupil Performance Conference Committee.  Additionally, the IEP 
committee shall reconvene to determine further accommodations to meet 
the studentôs needs. 

 
10. Special education student who Individualized Education Plan specifies 

instruction in the State adopted alternative curriculum must achieve an 
absolute D (1.0) at the studentôs current instructional level.  Students who 
do not meet this criterion must be referred to the Pupil Performance 
Conference Committee.  Additionally, the IEP committee shall reconvene to 
determine further accommodations to meet the studentôs needs. 

 
11. Regular education students whose Section 504 Accommodation Plan 

specifies instruction in the parish adopted multi-sensory instructional 
reading program, Project Read, or one of the other parish approved 
supplemental reading programs should be entered as remediation grades 
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on the report card, such as S-Satisfactory, N-Needs Improvement, or U- 
Unsatisfactory. 

 
12. Supplemental Reading Programs such as Wilson Reading or Project Read 

should not be used as the studentôs primary reading grade. 
 

13. Students must achieve an absolute D (1.0) in the regular reading classroom 
that addresses the grade level expectations at the studentôs current grade 
level. 

 
14. Regular education students who are placed in one of the parish approved 

supplemental reading programs must achieve an absolute D (1.0) at the 
studentôs current grade level.  Students who do not meet this criterion must 
be referred to the Pupil Performance Conference Committee. 

 
15. The function of the Pupil Performance Conference Committee at this 

grade level is as follows: 
 

¶  to determine whether or not a regularly placed student should 
be administratively placed or placed with intervention to the 
next grade level or be retained. 

¶ to determine whether or not a regularly placed student 
should be vertically accelerated to the grade level above the 
next grade level thus skipping a grade 

 
16. No 8th grade student shall be promoted if he or she scores at the 
ñUnsatisfactoryò level on the English language arts or mathematics 
components of LEAP for the 21st Century (LEAP 21). 

 
 
Policy Override ï If a student passes the LEAP 21 for the subject failed according to the 
state standards, the policy regarding the 3 point rule can be waived. 
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Ninth through Twelfth Grade Promotion Criteria: 
 

(1) Attendance: 
 

Students must attend school a minimum of 80 days per 
semester.  

 
(2) Carnegie Units:  Incoming Freshman 1997-2007 

 
Sophomore 2nd year of high school with 5 units 

    Junior  3rd year of high school with 10 units 
    Senior  4th year of high school with 16 units 
    Graduate 23 units 
 
    Carnegie Units:  Incoming Freshman 2008 and Thereafter 
 
    Sophomore 2nd year of high school with 6 units  
    Junior  3rd year of high school with 11 units  
    Senior  4th year of high school with 17 units 
    Graduate 24 units 
 
 
Proficiency Examination 
2.102.04 High school credit shall be granted to a student following the studentôs 

passing of a Proficiency Examination for the eligible course. 

 
Students shall not be allowed to take proficiency examinations in courses previously 
completed in high school or at a level below that which they have completed. 

 
Changes to Secondary Program of Studies 
2.105.04 Four units of English shall be required for graduation.  They shall be English 

I, II, and III, in consecutive order, and English IV or Business English.  
Students who score at the Unsatisfactory achievement level on the English 
Language Arts component of Grade 8 LEAP 21 shall pass a high school 

 

A Proficiency Examination shall be made available to a student when a 
school official believes that a student has mastered eligible subject matter 
and has reached the same or a higher degree of proficiency as that of a 
student who successfully completed an equivalent course at the regular high 
school or college level. 
 
The testing instrument and the passing score shall be submitted for approval 
to the Bureau of Secondary Education, State Department of Education. 
 
The course title, year taken, P/F (Pass or Fail) and unit of credit earned shall 
be entered on the Certificate of High School Credits (transcript).  M.P.S. 
(Minimum proficiency standards) must be indicated in the remarks column. 
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remedial course in that content area before enrolling any English course in 
the Secondary Program of Studies for English. 

 

For the 2001-2002 school year and thereafter, Reading I or Reading II 
may serve as the required high school remediation course for students 
promoted to 9th or 10th grade without passing the English Language Arts 
component of Grade 8 LEAP 21. 

 
 
The English course offering shall be as follows: 
 
  Course Title    Unit 
 
  English I, II, III, IV   1 each 
  Business English    1 
  Senior Applications in English 1 
  Reading I    1 
                      Reading II    1 
  English as a Second 
      Language (ESL) I, II, III, IV 1 each 
 
2.105.17 Effective for 1997- 2007 Incoming freshmen, three units of mathematics 

shall be required for graduation.  They shall be selected from the following 
courses and may include a maximum of 2 entry level courses (designated 
by E): Introductory Algebra/Geometry (E), Algebra I-Part 1 (E), Algebra I-
Part 2, Integrated Mathematics (D), Integrated Mathematics II, Integrated 
Mathematics III, Applied Mathematics I (E), Applied Mathematics II, Applied 
Mathematics III, Algebra I (E), Geometry, Algebra II, Financial Mathematics, 
Advanced Mathematics I, Advanced Mathematics II, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, 
Probability and Statistics, and Discrete Mathematics. 

 

Students who score at the Unsatisfactory achievement level on the 
mathematics component of Grade 8 LEAP 21 shall pass a high school 
remedial course in mathematics before enrolling in any course in the 
Secondary Program of Studies for Mathematics. 

 

Students shall not be allowed to take proficiency examinations in 
music, art, and health and physical education.  

Any course in the General and A cademic section of the program of 
studies is eligible other than the exceptions.  Courses other than 

those listed may be approved by the Bureau of Secondary 
Education, State Department of Education . 
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For the 2001-2002 school year, Introductory Algebra/Geometry may 
serve as the required high school remediation course for students 
promoted to 9th or 10th grade without passing the mathematics 
component of LEAP 21.  When used as a remediation course, credit for 
this course may not be used to meet the mathematics graduation 
requirements. 

 
MATHEMATICS COURSE OFFERINGS 

 
The mathematics course offerings shall be as follows: a student may have a maximum of 
2 entry level courses designated by E and one additional math course. 
 
 

COURSE TITLE UNITS 

Introductory Algebra/Geometry (E) 1 

Algebra I - Part 1 (E) 1 

Algebra I - Part 2 1 

Integrated Mathematics I (E) 1 

Integrated Mathematics II 1 

Integrated Mathematics III 1 

Applied Mathematics I (E) 1 

Applied Mathematics II 1 

Applied Mathematics III 1 

Algebra I (E) 1 

Geometry 1 

Algebra II 1 

Financial Mathematics 1 

Advanced Mathematics I 1 

Advanced Mathematics II 1 

Pre-calculus 1 

Calculus 1 

Probability and Statistics 1 

Discrete Mathematics  1 
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 CRITERIA FOR PLACING STUDENTS INTO THE VARIOUS  
 OPTIONAL MATHEMATICS COURSE SEQUENCES 
 
Students with a GPA of 2.0 will be recommended to enroll in Option I. 
Students with a GPA of 1.0 will be recommended to enroll in Option II. 
Students with a GPA of 1.5 will be recommended to enroll in Option III. 
If a student wishes to switch options after completion of at least one math class, then 
parents would have to be notified. 
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SCHOOL POLICIES AND STANDARDS MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATION (effective for Incoming Freshman 2008-2009 and Thereafter) 

 
LA CORE 4 CURRICULUM 

 
ENGLISH        4 UNITS 
Shall be English I, II, III, IV  
 
MATHEMATICS       4 UNITS 
Shall be Algebra I or Algebra I-Part 2, Geometry, Algebra II  
The remaining mathematics units shall come for the following:  Algebra II, Financial Math, 
Advanced Math I, Advanced Math II, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, Probability and Statistics, Discrete 
Math, or a locally ïinitiated elective approved by BESE a math substitute. 
 
SCIENCE        4 UNITS 
Shall be Biology and Chemistry 
The remaining 2 science units shall come from the following:  Physical Science, Integrated 
Science, Physics I, Physics of Technology I, Aerospace Science, and 
Biology II, Chemistry II, Earth Science, Environmental Science, Physics II, Physics of Technology 
II, Agriscience II, Anatomy and Physiology, or a locally initiated elective approved by BESE as a 
science substitute. 
 
SOCIAL SCIENCES      4 UNITS 
Shall be ½ unit of Civics or AP American Government, ½ unit of Free Enterprise, American 
History 
One remaining unit shall come from the following: World History, World Geography, Western 
Civilization, or AP European History. 
One remaining unit shall come from:  World History, World Geography, western Civilization, AP 
European History, Law Studies, Psychology, Sociology, or African American Studies 
 
HEALTH EDUCATION      1/2 UNIT 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION      1 ½ UNITS 
 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE      2 UNITS 
Shall be in the same foreign language or 2 Speech courses 
 
ARTS         1 UNIT 
Shall be Fine Arts Survey, or 1 unit of Art, Dance, Music, Theatre Arts, or Applied Arts 
 
ELECTIVES        3 UNITS 
 
             TOTAL:    24 UNITS  

 
NOTE:   A student completing a Career and Technical Area of Concentration may substitute a 
BESE/Board of Regents approved IBC-related course from the within the studentôs Area of 
Concentration for the fourth social studies unit and for the art unit. 
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SCHOOL POLICIES AND STANDARDS MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATION (effective for Incoming Freshman 2008-2009 and Thereafter) 

 
COURSES REQURIED FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE GRANTED AN EXEMPTION 

FROM LA CORE 4 AFTER COMPLETEING TWO YEARS HIGH SCHOOL CALLED LA 
CORE 

 
ENGLISH        4 UNITS 
English I, II, II, IV or Senior Applications in English 
 
MATHEMATICS       4 UNITS 
Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Financial Math, Advanced Math I and II, Math Essentials, 
Pre-Calculus, Calculus, Probability and Statistics, or Discrete Math 
 
SCIENCE        3 UNITS 
Biology, 1 unit from physical science cluster, and 1 unit from the following: Aerospace 
Science, Biology II, Chemistry II, Earth Science, Environmental Science, Physics II, 
Physics of Technology II, Agriscience II, Anatomy and Physiology, and additional course 
from the physical science cluster. 
 
SOCIAL SCIENCES      3 UNITS 
American History, ½ unit of Civics or AP American Government, ½ unit of Free 
Enterprise, 1unit from the following:  World History, Western Civilization, World 
Geography, or AP European History. 
 
HEALTH EDUCATION      1/2 UNIT 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION      1 ½ UNITS 
 
ELECTIVES        8 UNITS 
 
            TOTAL:     24 UNITS 
 
 
NOTE:   A student completing a Career and Technical Area of Concentration may 
substitute a BESE/Board of Regents approved IBC-related course from the within the 
studentôs Area of Concentration for the fourth social studies unit and for the art unit. 
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 High School Graduation Requirements 
 
 

 
2.099.00 In addition to completing a minimum of 23 or 24 Carnegie Units of 

credit, the student shall also be required to pass the Graduation Exit 
Test, beginning with the 1991 graduating class.  This requirement 
shall first apply to students classified as sophomores in 1988-1989 
and thereafter. 
 
The English language arts, writing, and mathematics components of 
the Graduation Exit Examination (GEE 21) shall first be administered 
to students in the 10th grade. 

 
The science and social studies components of the graduation test 
shall first be administered to students in the 11th grade. 

 
Remediation and retake opportunities will be provided for students 
who do not pass the test. 

 
Effective for incoming freshman 2000-2001, a student may apply a 
maximum of two (2) Carnegie units of elective credit toward high 
school graduation by successfully completing specially designed 
courses for remediation. 

 

Effective for the 2000-2001 school year and thereafter, a 
maximum of one (1) Carnegie unit of elective credit may be 
applied toward meeting high school graduation requirements by 
an 8th grade student who has scored at the Unsatisfactory 
achievement level on either the English Language Arts and/or the 
Mathematics component of the 8th grade LEAP 21 provided the 
student: 

$ successfully completed specially designed 
elective(s) for LEAP 21 remediation;  

$ scored at or above the Basic achievement level on 
those components(s) of the 8th grade LEAP 21 for 
which the student previously scored at the 
Unsatisfactory achievement level. 

 

 

A student may apply a maximum of two (2) Carnegie units of 
elective credit toward high school graduation by: 

$ earning one (1) elective credit through remediation 
for 8th grade LEAP 21 and one (1) elective credit 
through GEE 21 remediation, or 

$ earning two (2) elective credits through GEE 21 
remediation. 
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2.099.01 All city and parish school systems shall notify each student, and 
parents or guardians of the requirements of passing the Graduation 
Exit Exam prior to the student's entering the 10th grade. 

 
Upon their entering a school system, students transferring to any 
high school or a city or parish school system shall be notified by that 
system of the requirement of passing the Graduation Exit Exam. 

 
2.099.02 The 23 units required for graduation shall include 15 required units 

and 8 elective units; the elective units can be earned at vocational-
technical schools as provided in Standard 2.105.35. 

 
2.099.03 The transcript of a graduating senior who has successfully completed 

the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Honors 
Curriculum shall bear a seal of notation indicating successful 
completion of the honors alternative curriculum. 

 
 
Graduating seniors will be dismissed two weeks prior to the last day of school. 
 
Admission Requirements for Enrollment in a Louisiana Public Four-Year University for 
Students Who Entered Ninth Grade during 2001-2002 School Sessions 
 
Beginning in the fall 2005, to enroll in a Louisiana public four-year university, a student 
must have: 
  (1) completed the Regentsô Core Academic Curriculum (currently the TOPS core) 
 
   AND 
 
  (2) One of the following: 
 
   (1) A high school grade point average of 2.0 or higher 
 
    OR 
 
   (2) An ACT composite of 20 or higher, 
 
    OR 
 
   (3) Graduation from high school in the top 50 percent of the class 
 

NOTE: *Some universities will have higher requirements.  Parents should contact a 
universityôs admissions office or your high school guidance counselor for 
assistance. 
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ACT Qualifying Scores for TOPS: 
 

¶ TOPS ï Tech:  17 

¶ TOPS Opportunity ï 20 (Prior year State average) 

¶ TOPS Performance ï 23 

¶ TOPS Honors - 27 
 
 

TAYLOR Opportunity Program for Students 
(TOPS Opportunity, Performance, Honors) 

Core Curricula 
 

TOPS CORE CURRICULUM 

All Awards Except TECH 

UNITS COURSE 

4 English I, II, III and IV 

1 Algebra I  or  Integrated Mathematics  

     or Algebra I ï Parts 1 & 2  (two units) 

     or Applied Algebra 1A & 1B (two units)    

     or Applied Mathematics I & II (two units)                                                                                                                               

1 Algebra II or Integrated Mathematics II 

1 Geometry,  Calculus, Advanced Math I or II, Pre-Calculus, Probability and 

Statistics, Discrete Mathematics, Algebra III, Applied Mathematics III,  

Integrated Mathematics III, or AP Calculus AB 

1 Biology I or II 

1 Chemistry I or II, or Chemistry Com 

1 Earth Science, Physical Science, Environmental Science, Biology II, 
Chemistry II, Physics, Physics II, Physics, for Technology, AP Physics C:  
Electricity & Magnetism, AP Physics C:  Mechanics, or  

Agriscience I & II (two units)       

1 Additional Math or Science:  Geometry, Calculus, Advanced Math I, 
Advanced Math II, Pre-Calculus, Probability and Statistics, Discrete 
Mathematics, Algebra III, Applied Mathematics III, Integrated 
Mathematics III, AP Calculus AB, Biology II, Chemistry II, Physics, 
Physics II, AP Physics C: Electricity & Magnetism, or AP Physics C: 
Mechanics 

1 American History 

1 Civics and Free Enterprise (one unit combined), Civics, or AP American 
Government 

1  World History, Western Civilization, World Geography, or AP European 
History 



 

 40 

1 Fine Arts Survey 

or two units of performance courses in music, dance or theater                                                                                                         
or two units of visual art; 
or two units of studio art; 
or Speech III & IV (two units) 
or substitute one unit of an elective from among the other subjects listed 
in this core curriculum 

2 Foreign Language (two units in the same language) 

½ Computer Science I or II,  Business Computer Applications, Computer 
Technology Literacy, Introduction to Business Computer Applications, or 
Computer Science Elective or Word Processing, Computer Multimedia 
Presentations, Desktop Publishing, Web Design, Telecommunications, 
Computer Applications, Computer Architecture, Computer 
Systems/Networking I, Digital Graphics and Animation, Multimedia 
Productions, Webmastering, Independent Study in Technology 
Applications, AP Computer Science A, AP Computer Science AB, 
Database Design and Programming, Java Programming, Database 
Programming with PL/SQL Training, Digital Media I or II, Advanced 
Technical Drafting, or Computer Electronics I or II  

or ½ unit of an elective from among the other subjects listed in this core 
curriculum 

17.5 UNITS 

 
NOTE: *Other courses may be acceptable as substitutes for courses in the core 

curriculum.  Contact LOSFA for more information on acceptable courses.  
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Provisional Eligibility Criteria for a Certificate of Achievement 

    
 
Eligible students are those: 
 

¶ who are disabled under the criteria in Pupil Appraisal Handbook. 

¶ who were in an Alternative to Regular Placement (ARP) program during the 
1997-98 school year as documented in the IEP, 

¶ who were enrolled in grades 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, or 12 during the 1998-99 
school year, and 

¶ who their IEP team determined would not be eligible to participate in 
alternate assessment. 

 

Eligible students must meet the following Provisional Eligibility Criteria to be 
awarded a Certificate of Achievement: 
 

1.   The student has participated in general district and statewide assessments 
including all components of the Graduation Exit Exam (GEE). 

  

¶ If the student has failed a component of the GEE, the decision to retake that 
component of the GEE is an IEP team decision. 

 
o If the student will not retake that component of the GEE, GEE remediation 

will not be provided. 
 

o If the student will retake that component of the GEE, the student will be 
provided GEE remediation. 

 
2.  The student has completed at least 12 years of school or has 

reached the age of 22 (not to include students younger than 16). 
3. The student has met attendance requirements according to Bulletin 

741. 
4. Transition planning has been completed and documented. 
5. A body of evidence exists to document that the student had access to 

and progressed in the general curriculum, to include, at a minimum, 
Louisiana content Standards in the areas of English/Language Arts, 
Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies and the foundation skills. 

6. A body of evidence exists to document that the student has 
developed vocational competencies. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 42 

Alternate Assessment Criteria for a Certificate of Achievement 
   
Eligible students are those: 
 

¶ who have a disability under the criteria in the Pupil Appraisal Handbook. 

¶ who have participated in alternate assessment. 

¶ who have completed at least twelve years of school or have reached the age of 
twenty-two (not to include students younger than sixteen). 

¶ who have met attendance requirements according to Bulletin 741. 

¶ who have addressed the general education curriculum as reflected on the 
studentsô IEP. 

¶ whose transition planning has been completed and documented. 
 
     
NOTE: The receipt of Certificate of Achievement does not limit a childôs continuous 

eligibility for services under IDEA unless the child has reached the age of 
twenty-two. 

    
Secondary Special Education Instructional Program 

 
The Tangipahoa Parish School System Special Education Department provides 
secondary courses specifically designed for identified students with special needs.  The 
courses provide access to the general education curriculum. Students should be 
encouraged and allowed to participate in regular education courses as determined 
appropriate by the IEP Team. Students participating in the following courses will earn 
Carnegie elective units. The following is a list of all approved special education coursed 
for the 2005-2006 school year: 
 
9th GRADE/LEVEL 1 
 
COURSE      TEXT 
 
Functional Language I    Basic English Grammar 
       (AGS) 
Functional Math I     Basic Math 
       (AGS) 
Career Exploration     Transitions to High School 
       (AGS) 
US Government     US Government 
       (AGS) 
Corrective Reading I    Corrective Reading Program 
       (SRA) 
Physical Science     Physical Science 
       (AGS) 
Interpersonal Relationships I   Lessons In Character 
       (Young Peopleôs Press) 
Study Skills I 
******Alternately Assessed Students Only 
Life Skills ELA I (2 Periods)   Alternate Assessment Curriculum Guide 
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Life Skills Math I (2 Periods) 
Life Skills Science I (1 Period) 
Life Skills Social Studies I (I Period) 
Occupational Prep I     Community-based/Job site placement 
 
10th GRADE/LEVEL 2 
 
COURSE      TEXT 
Functional Math II     Pre-Algebra 
       (AGS) 
Functional Language Arts II   Exploring Literature 
       (AGS) 
Geography      Geography 
       (AGS) 
Biology      Biology 
       (AGS) 
Corrective Reading II    Corrective Reading Program 
       (SRA) 
Interpersonal Relationships II   Interpersonal Relationships 
       (Life School) 
Career Awareness     Careers 
       (Fear on) 
Study Skills II 
*****Alternately assessed students only 
Life Skills ELA II (2 periods)   Alternate Assessment Curriculum Guide 
Life Skills Math II (2 periods) 
Life Skills Science II (1 period) 
Life Skills Social Studies II (1 Period) 
Occupational Prep II    Community-based/Job site placement 
 
11th GRADE/LEVEL 3 
 
COURSE     TEXT 
 
Functional Math II    Math for the World of Work 
      (AGS) 
Functional Language III   American Literature 
      (AGS) 
US History     US History 
      (AGS) 
Corrective Reading III   Corrective Reading Program 
      (SRA) 
Tools for Transition    Everyday Life Skills 
      (AGS) 
Study Skills III 
*****Alternately assessed students only 
 
Life Skills ELA III (2 periods)   Alternate Assessment Curriculum Guide 
Life Skills Math III (2 periods 
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Life Skills Science III (1 period) 
Life Skills Social Studies III (1 period) 
Occupational Prep     Community-based Job site placement 
 
12th Grade/Level 4 
 
Course      TEXT 
 
World History     World History 
       (AGS) 
Work Place Ethics     English for the World of Work 
Study Skills IV 
*****Alternately assessed students only 
Life Skills ELA III (2 periods)   Alternate Assessment Curriculum Guide 
Life Skills Math III (2 periods) 
Life Skills Science III (1 period) 
Life Skills Social Studies (1period) 
Occupational Prep III    Community-based/Job site placement 
 
Elective 
 
Elective 
 
Elective 
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SECONDARY RESOURCE PROGRAM 

 
Effective August 2005, secondary resource teachers shall be responsible for maintaining 
daily Study Skills Data in the Tangipahoa Parish School System Grade Book in 
accordance with Board policy. 
 
Students participating in Study Skills I, II, III, or IV can earn a maximum of five (5) points 
per day/twenty-five (25) points per week.  A cumulative percentage will be maintained for 
each grading period.  At the end of each grading period, the cumulative percentage will 
be converted on the progress report/report card to a ñPò (Passed) or ñFò (Failed). 
Progress reports/report cards shall not reflect a percentage grade. 
 
EXAMPLE 
Total points earned         80 
Total points possible    100 = 80% (P) 
 
Passed or Failed will be determined as follows:  ñPò= 70%-100% 
         ñFò= 69% or below 
 
Study Skills grade sheets will be pre-printed to reflect the five (5) point daily task 
assignments.  The five (5) tasks assigned each day will be. 
 

1) Report to class on time 
2) Bring all necessary materials to class (notebook, pencil, textbook, etc.) 
3) Maintain record of daily assignments (assignment notebook) 
4) Begin work immediately and remain on-task 
5) Complete Bell Work and/or other task assigned by resource teacher 

 
Students will receive one (1) Unit for each course (Study Skills I, II, III, or IV).  A maximum 
of four electives can be earned in the secondary resource program. 
 
 
STUDY SKILLS I, II, III, AND IV will not be calculated in determining a studentôs grade 
point average. 
 
Secondary resource teachers are responsible for notifying the parents and students of 
this policy at Individual Education Program (IEP) team meetings.  Study Skills I, II, III, and 
IV are not content area subjects.  Students are to receive remediation/enrichment on 
general education assignments. 
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2. Describe the LEAôs policy for awarding İ unit of credit. 
 

One half (½) unit of credit may be awarded by the local school authority for all one 
unit courses listed in the academic course offerings according to the following 
guidelines: 

 
1. A student who fails the first semester and passes the second semester with 

a session average of 1 point or better will receive full credit for a course. 
 

2. A student who passes the first semester and fails the second semester will 
receive ½ credit for the first semester only, as allowed in Bulletin 741, 
Louisiana Handbook for School Administrators. 

 
3. If a student makes a semester grade of D in a course, the student may 

repeat the course on a semester basis.  The course shall be the original 
course.  (Example: Accelerated course must be retaken as an accelerated 
course.)  The course cannot be retaken through summer school, 
correspondence courses, or at the Tangipahoa Parish School System PM 
High School.  Students cannot transfer a repeated grade for that course 
from any other agency.  The original grade earned is not to be deleted from 
the studentôs transcript.  Students may audit courses previously passed with 
approval of the administrator. 

 
           4.        Louisiana Education Assessment Program/Criterion-Referenced  
  Test 
 
 5. Follow the program of studies as outlined in Bulletin 741. 

 

¶ A student who fails the first semester and passes the second semester with 
a semester grade of ñD ñwill receive İ credits for a course. 

 
2. List the LEAôs grading scale for grades K ï 12.  Include the process for determining 

weighted grades for honors, gifted, and/or Advanced Placement (AP) courses in 
high school. 

 
 GRADING SCALE REGULATIONS 

 
1. KINDERGARTEN: Grading Scale 

 
  Kindergarten will use the following grading scale: 
  

  S - Satisfactory   80 - 100% 
  P - Progressing   70 -   79% 
  N ï Not Satisfactory     0 -   69% 
 

NOTE: Grades given for conduct are not to be used when averaging 
grades for academics at any grade level. 
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2. GRADES 1-8: Grading Scale 
  A grading system for all major and minor subjects shall be used by all 

schools in Tangipahoa determining the credit given for reach unit using a 
letter grade assigned according to a four point scale as follows: 

  
   A ï 4 points  94 ï 100 % 
 
   B ï 3 points  87 ï   93% 
 
   C ï 2 points  78 ï   86% 
 
   D ï 1 points  70 ï   77% 
 
   F ï 0 points    0 ï   69% 
 
  In grades 1-6, Handwriting, Health/Physical Education and Fine Arts will 

use alternative marking system with a mark (X) to denote needed 
improvement. 

 
  In grades 1-3 where curriculum deviations for Science/Social Studies have 

been approved by the Central Office Review Committee, a letter grade will 
not be recorded.  An alternative marketing system with a mark (X) shall be 
used to denote needed improvement. 

 
  In grades 1-8 will use a mark (X) to indicate areas of Personal and Social 

Growth which need improvement. 
 
  Upon request by schools, waivers of S, N, and U may be granted in subjects 

other than Mathematics and Reading for Grade 1 only. 
 
   S 78% - 100% 
   N 70% -   77% 
   U   0% -   69% 
 
 3. GRADES 9-12: 
 

A grading system for all subjects shall be used by all schools in Tangipahoa 
Parish in determining the credit given for each unit a letter grade assigned 
according to a four point scale as follows: 
 

   A ï 4 points  94 ï 100 % 
 
   B ï 3 points  87 ï   93% 
 
   C ï 2 points  78 ï   86% 
    
   D ï 1 points  70 ï   77% 
 
   F ï 0 points    0 ï   69% 
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 4. HONORS COURSES (Grades 9-12): 
 
  Schools with honors courses shall use increased quality points and the 

regular grading scale as indicated below:  (Revised per Board action 
September 17, 1996) 

 
  

   A ï 4 points  90 ï 100 % 
 
   B ï 3 points  80 ï   89% 
 
   C ï 2 points  70 ï   79% 
    
   D ï 1 points  60 ï   69% 
 
   F ï 0 points    0 ï   59% 
 
  The following accelerated courses have been designated to follow the 

grading system for accelerated subjects beginning with the following years: 
  
  1994-1995    1995-1996     2004-2003 
 
  (H) *English I. II, III     (H) *English IV      (H) Spanish III, IV    
  (H) *Physical Science     (H) * Calculus      (H) French III, IV 
  (H) *World History                
  (H) *Algebra I, II        2003-2004 
  (H) *Geometry           (H) World 
  (H) *Biology I, II         Geography    
  (H) *Chemistry 
  (H) *Trigonometry                2008-2009 
  (H) *Advanced Mathematics         (H) Chemistry II 
  (H) *Physics 
  (H) *American History           
  (H) *All College Board Advanced Placement Subjects    
 

 ACCELERATED COURSES (GRADES 9-12) 
 

1. CRITERIA FOR ADMISSION INTO ACCELERATED COURSES (Grades 
9-12): 
 

a. Minimum overall Grade Point Average (GPA) of 2.8 
and 

b. Minimum subject area average of 3.0 
 
NOTE:   Teacher recommendation is optional. 
 

2. GRADING PROCEDURES FOR ACCELERATED COURSES (Grades 9-
12): 
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a. Beginning with the 1996-97 school year, one option of grading scale 

and quality points for accelerated courses will be offered. 
 

b. Honors courses are to be identified on transcripts and cumulative 
cards by placing an (H) in front of the courses title. 

 
GRADING POLICY FOR CREDIT RECOVERY COURSES 
  
 Credit recovery grades will be based on the percentage score earned in the 
software programs used and passing the State approved proficiency test in the subject 
area.
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AVERAGING GRADES: 
 

1. GRADE 1: 
 

The first six-weeks shall be ungraded of grade one for all subjectsô grades for all 
subjects shall be reported on the report card for the second through sixth six-week 
periods.  Six weeks grade will be determined by averaging teacher selected 
activities, doubling the average and then averaging with test grades.  When 
averaging letter grades, if the grade averages 50% of a point or higher, a higher 
letter grade will be given.  A student must average a 1.0 to receive a ñDò in any 
course. 
 
When averaging percentage grades, the percentage average will be converted to a 
letter grade based on the Tangipahoa Parish Grading System Regulations.  
Grades from selected activities will be weighted in determining the six-week grades 
as outlined in the subject area implementation guides. 
 
Session grade will be determined by adding the quality points of the second 
through sixth six weeks periods and dividing by five.  If the grade averages 50% of 
a points or higher, a higher letter grade will be given.  A Student must average 1.0 
to receive a ñDò in any course. (See Grade 1 Promotion Policy) 
 
A minimum of three quality points must be earned during the last three six-weeks 
period.  (See Section II ï Grades 1-5 Promotion Policies) 

 
2. GRADES 2-5: 

 
A student must have a minimum of six grades per making period, one of which 
may be the six-weeks test.  Six weeks grade will be determined by averaging 
teacher selected activities, doubling the average and then averaging with test 
grades.  When averaging letter grades, if the grade averages 50% of a point or 
higher, a higher letter grade will be given.  A student must average a 1.0 to receive 
a ñDò in any course work.  Grades from selected activities will be weighed in 
determining the six ïweeks grades as outlined in subjects area implementation 
guides. 
 
Session grade will be determined by adding the quality points of the six six-weeks 
grades and dividing by six.   If the grade average is 50% of a point or higher, the 
higher letter grade will be given.  A student must average 1.0 to receive a ñDò in 
any course work.  To successfully complete a course, a student must compile six 
points during the six six-weeks periods.  (See Section II ï Grades 2-5 Promotion 
Policies) 
 
A minimum of three quality points must be earned during the last three six weeks 
period.  (See Section II ï Grades 1-5 Promotion Policies) 
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3. GRADES 6-8: 
 
A student must have a minimum of six grades per marking period, one of 
which may be the six-weeks test.  Six weeks grade will be determined by 
averaging teacher selected activities, doubling the average and then 
averaging with test grades.  When averaging letter grades, if the grade 
averages 50% of a point or higher, a higher letter grade will be given.  A 
student must average a 1.0 to receive a ñDò in any course work.  When 
averaging percentage grades, the percentage average will be converted to 
a letter grade based on the Tangipahoa Parish Grading System 
Regulations.  In reading and mathematics, grades from selected activities 
will be weighted in determining the six weeks grades as outlined in the 
subject area implementation guides. 
 
 
Session grade will be determined by adding the quality points of the six six-
weeks grades and dividing by six.  If the grade averages 50% of a point or 
higher, a higher letter grade will be given.  A student must average a 1.0 to 
receive ñDò in any course work.  To successfully complete a course, a 
student must compile six points during the six six-weeks periods, with a 
minimum of three points earned during the last three six-weeks periods. 
(See Section II ï Grades 6-8 Promotion Policies) 
 

 
4. GRADES 9-12: 

 
There are two grading procedures that will be used in the high schools in 
Tangipahoa Parish School System.  The Tangipahoa Parish P.M. School 
will use the Letter Grades Procedure and the other high schools will use the 
Cumulative Percentage Grade Procedure. 
 

 

 LETTER GRADES* 
 

At the secondary level, each grade during the six weeks period will 
be recorded using a numerical value.  At the end of the six weeks 
period, the teacher will convert the numerical values to percentages 
which will convert to letter grades in accordance with the Tangipahoa 
Parish Grading System Regulations. 
 
1. A six-weeks grade will be determined by averaging a minimum 

of six grades per marking period, one of which shall be the six-
weeks test or unit test. 

 
2. Total the quality points of the three six-weeks grades and 

divide by three for a semester grade. 
 

3. Total the quality points of the two semester grades and divide 
by two for a session grade.  If the student failed the second 
semester, do not average the two semester grades. The 
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student will receive ½ credit only if the first semester was 
passed. 

 
4. A student must average a 1.0 receive a ñDò in any course work 

for a semester or for the session.  If the semester or if the 
session grade average 50% of point or higher, a higher letter 
grade will be given. 

 
5. A student who fails the first semester and passes the second 

semester with a session average of one (1) point or better will 
receive full credit for a course. 

 
Clarification: A student who fails the first semester and passes 
the second semester with a semester grade of ñDò will receive 
½ credit for a course. 

 
6.    A student who passes the first semester and fails the      
       second semester will receive ½ credit for the first  
       semester only, as allowed in Louisiana Handbook for  
       School Administrators, Bulletin 741,  2.105.00.  

 
 CUMULATIVE PERCENTAGE GRADES* 

 
At grades 9-12, each grade during the semester will be recorded 
using a numerical value.  At the end of each six (6) weeks period, the 
teacher will convert the numerical values to percentages which will 
be recorded on the studentôs Interim Report.   At the end of the 
semester the teacher will convert the numerical values to 
percentages which will convert to letter grades in accordance with the 
Tangipahoa Parish Grading System Regulations. 
 
1. Grades will be determined by averaging the cumulative grades 

with a minimum of six grades recorded per reporting period as 
follows: 
 
a. After 6 weeks - a minimum of 6 grades recorded 

b. After 12 weeks - a minimum of 12 grades recorded 

c. After 18 weeks - a minimum of 18 grades recorded 

2. Semester grades will be given in all classes with two (2) 
interim reports being issued during each semester.  Interim 
reports will be issued as follows: 

 
a. After 6 weeks 

b. After 12 weeks 

3. The semester report card will be a cumulative grade of the 
entire semesterôs work based on points earned divided by 
points possible. 
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4. The semester grade will be calculated by dividing the total 

points earned by the total points possible.  Letter grades are to 
be assigned according to the Tangipahoa Parish Grading 
System Regulations. 
 

5. Exceptions to the point system may be made when the 
adopted textbook or teacherôs manual has an appropriate 
grading procedure outlined in it.   
(Ex. Typing) Exceptions must be approved by the principal 
and central office personnel. 

 
6. When calculating grades to determine the semester letter 

grade, .50 and above will always be rounded off to the next 
highest number. 

 
7. Total the quality points of the two semester grades and divide 

by two for a session grade.  If the student failed the second 
semester, do not average the two semester grades.  The 
student will receive ½ credit only if the first semester was 
passed. 

 
8. A student must average a 1.0 to receive a ñDò in any course 

work for a semester or for the session.  If the semester or if 
the session grade averages 50% of a point or higher, a higher 
letter grade will be given. 

 
9. A student who fails the first semester and passes the second 

semester with a session average of one (1) point or better will 
receive full credit for a course. 

   Clarification: A student who fails the first semester and passes 
the second semester with a semester grade of 
ñDò will receive İ credit for a course. 

 
10. A student who passes the first semester and fails the second 

semester will receive ½ credit for the first semester only, as 
allowed in Louisiana Handbook for School Administrators, 
Bulletin 741, Standard 2.105.00. 
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 CLASS RANKING  
            
          RANKING OF STUDENTS 
The ranking of students shall be based on the studentôs final Grade Point Average (GPA). The 
GPA shall be defined as the total quality points divided by the number of credits pursued.  All 
averages shall be computed to four (4) decimal places. 
 
VALEDICTORIANS AND SALUTATORIANS 
 

For the graduating classes prior to the class of 2012, salutatorians and 
valedictorians shall be selected in accordance with administrative 
guidelines.  Any student to be considered for valedictorian or salutatorian of 
his/her class shall have been in attendance for one (1) year immediately 
preceding graduation, and meets the high school graduation requirements 
as specified in the Louisiana Handbook for School Administrators (Bulletin 
741) to be eligible for such honors.   
 

Valedictorians and salutatorians shall not be designated starting with the year 2011-2012. 

 
HONOR STUDENTS 
  
Beginning with the freshman class of 2008-2009, to be eligible to compete for scholastic honors in 
a particular school in the Tangipahoa Parish School System, a student must have been registered 
in that school for the final semester of his/her senior year (90 days). Should the student fail to 
register during the first ten (10) days of the spring semester because of personal illness or illness 
in the family, this fact must be substantiated by a doctorôs certificate.  The high school average of 
all semester grades is used in determining the honor students.  In determining who shall be the 
honor students in the graduating class, the following procedure shall be followed:  All subjects in 
which credit was received shall be listed in the transcript sent to the Louisiana Department of 
Education.  The cumulative grade point average on the official transcript shall be used as a basis 
for determining who will be the honor students. 
 
Students beginning with the freshman class of 2008-2009 will be recognized as honor students 
using the system defined below: 

  
Designation     Grade Point Average (GPA) 
 
Summa Cum Laude    4.0 
Magna Cum Laude    3.999 ï 3.50 
Cum Laude     3.499 - 3.00 

 
Public recognition should be given at commencement exercises to the honor students of the 
class.   
 
Revised:  June, 1993 
Revised:  July, 2008 
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 GRADING PROCEDURE FOR LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT (LEP) 
STUDENTS 

 
Students whose native, or first language learned, is any language other than 
English and who are experiencing problems in school due to their limited ability to 
read, write, speak, and/or understand the English language are to be graded as 
follows: 
 
1. The limited English proficient student who is functioning at grade level or 

above shall be graded as an English speaking student.  An achievement 
grade (A, B, C, D, F), not a participation grade, shall be assigned in the 
subject area(s). 

 
2. The elementary limited English proficient student who is functioning below 

grade level due to limited English abilities shall be assigned Pass/Fail 
grades on the basis of his/her individual progress at his/her ability level.  
Grades shall be assigned on the basis of cooperation, effort, and 
participation on classroom assignments to the degree the studentôs English 
language proficiency allows.  A description of /LEP shall be added behind 
such grades. 

 
3. The totally non-English speaking secondary student may be allowed to 

progress without assigning a grade.  When the student has acquired 
sufficient language competency, the teacher and the administrator may 
administer an examination that will measure the degree of understanding 
and achievement required for credit in the Carnegie unit in questions.   
Students may be allowed to take tests with the English as a Second 
Language (ESL) teacher, if one is available.  Credit will then be assigned on 
a Pass/Fail basis. 

 
4. The limited English proficiency secondary student shall have the grades for 

content courses assigned based more heavily on the end-of-year semester 
or end-of-year evaluations than those at the beginning of the school year.  
Evaluation of the limited English proficient studentôs progress shall be made 
in terms of successful mastery of the skills outlined in the state standards 
and benchmarks for the courses.  Evaluation instruments that test skills or 
concepts shall be developed and documented by the teacher assigning the 
grade.  The final grade shall be determined by local grading criteria based 
on the requirements set forth by the state standards and benchmarks. 

 
 
 

5. Since the assigning of participation grades is subjective, the elementary 
student, within his/her English language capabilities, shall be expected to do 
the following; 

 
a: Pay attention in class 
b: Follow directions 
c: Have required materials 
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d: Participate in activities 
e: Complete homework assignments (within reasonable expectations) 
f: Join in class activities 
g: Show progress 

 
6. The limited English proficient elementary and secondary student who can 

not comprehend the English language must not be assigned failing grades. 
 
7. Guidelines regarding promotion and retention of the limited English 

proficient student include the following: 
 

a: The limited English proficient elementary studentôs records shall be 
reviewed by the Pupil Performance Conference Committee in order 
to determine promotion or retention. 

 
b: No elementary or secondary limited English proficient student shall 

be retained based solely on the lack of English proficiency. 
 
 
*Each elementary and secondary school has a minimum of one copy of The 
English as a Second Language (ESL) Language Arts Curriculum Guide available 
for teachers to use with LEP students. 
 
This summary has been compiled from information in the Louisiana School 
Administrators Handbook: Educating the Non/Limited English Proficient Student - 
Bulletin 1851. 
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 HONOR ROLL AND PRINCIPALôS ACHIEVEMENT ROLL 
 

1. GRADES 1-8: 
 

A. LEVEL OF RECOGNITION FOR ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT: 
 

1. 4.0 and above Honor Roll 

 2. 3.5 ï 3.9 Honor Roll 

 3. 3.0 ï 3.4 Honor Roll 

 4. Principalôs Achievement Roll 

 

B. SELECTION CRITERIA FOR GRADES 1-8: 
 

1. Teachers use the letter symbols A, B, C, D, F to report pupil 
progress in all grade levels except kindergarten.  These same 
letter symbols are used to indicate pupil progress for each 
academic subject area that is listed on the Report of Pupil 
Progress (report card). 

 
2. The selection of students for Honor Roll recognition of 

Principalôs Achievement Roll recognition will be determined by 
the grades earned in academic subjects only. 

 
3. Students who receive instruction, and earn grades, at the 

appropriate level of difficulty for their current grade placement 
are qualified for recognition in the Honor Roll.  (A student 
receives instruction at the appropriate level of difficulty when it 
is projected that the studentôs progress indicates that he/she 
will satisfactorily complete the minimum levels required for 
promotion as described in Section II of the Tangipahoa Parish 
Pupil Progression Plan.) 

 
   4. Students who receive a ñDò or ñFò for a six-weeks grade will 

NOT be eligible for the Honor Roll. 
 

5. A student is NOT eligible to receive Honor Roll recognition if 
his/her promotion is in danger. 

 
6. Conduct is not an academic subject area; therefore, it is NOT 

a factor to be used in selection of students for Honor Roll 
recognition. 
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C. ACADEMIC SUBJECT AREAS: 
 

   MAJOR SUBJECTS MINOR SUBJECTS MAJOR SUBJECTS   MINOR 
SUBJECTS 

   Reading   Spelling   Reading /Spelling 
 
   English   Science   English/Health & Phys. Ed 
 
   Mathematics  Social Studies  Mathematic/ Science  
 

   Foreign Language              Foreign Language/ Social 
   (when offered)        Studies (when offered) 
        
   *Electives              *Electives 

 
  *Electives must be approved by the State Department of 
                      Education 
 
 D. PRINCIPALôS ACHIEVEMENT ROLL 

 
The Principalôs Achievement Roll is intended to provide recognition 
for students who achieve continuous progress that is consistent with 
their ability.  Students may receive this recognition if they do not 
satisfactorily complete the minimum levels required for promotion. 

 
E. ADMINISTRATIVE OPTIONS: 
 

1. School participation in the Honor Roll program for grades 1-3 
is optional. 

 
   2. Participating schools may decide to publicize Honor Roll and 

Principalôs Achievement Roll recognition in a manner that is 
deemed most appropriate by the local school administration. 

 
 
 2. GRADES 9-12: 

 
A. LEVELS OF RECOGNITION FOR ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT: 

 
1. 4.0 Honor Roll 

 2. 3.5 ï 3.9 Honor Roll 

 3. 3.0 ï 3.4 Honor Roll 

 4. Principalôs Achievement Roll 

 
B. ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES: 

1. To recognize honor students for academics achievement, 
convent the percentage grade to a letter grade. 

 
2. Remember to use the accelerated grading scale for 

accelerated subjects. 
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C. PRINCIPALôS ACHIEVEMENT ROLL: 
  

The Principalôs Achievement Roll is intended to provide recognition 
for students who achieve continuous progress that is consistent with 
their ability.  Students may receive this recognition if they do not 
satisfactorily complete the minimum levels required for promotion. 

 
 

STUDENT PROGRESS REPORT CARDS 
 

It is the policy of the Tangipahoa Parish School System that reports concerning student 
progress shall be made to the parent or legal guardian of each student on a regularly 
schedule basis.  Individual schools shall make additional reports to the parent or legal 
guardian when, in the opinion of the principal and professional staff members, the 
situation warrants such reports.  Such situations may include, but are not limited to, 
outstanding academic achievement, outstanding citizenship, poor academic performance 
and continuing inappropriate behavior. 
 
Teachers are encouraged to send progress reports to all elementary school students at 
the beginning of the fourth week of the sixïweek marking period.  It is mandated that 
elementary school students with a ñDò or ñFò in any subject receive a progress report. 
 
 
 
 

GRADE TAMPERING 
 

No school board member, school superintendent, assistant superintendent, principal, 
guidance counselor, other teacher, or other administrative staff members of the school or 
the central staff of the parish or city school board shall attempt, directly or indirectly, to 
influence, alter, or otherwise affect the grade received by a student from his/her teacher 
(R.S. 17:414.2). 
 
Reasons which establish such just cause as might justify such non-teaching personnelôs 
seeking to influence a studentôs grade are as follows: 
 

1. Refusal to follow the guidelines stated in the Pupil Progression Plan 
2. Obvious mathematical error in averaging or assigning a grade 
 

NOTE: Grades given for conduct are not to be used when averaging 
grades for academics at any grade level. 
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4.  Describe the elementary foreign language program for academically able students 
in grades 4 ï 8. 

 

¶ An articulated elementary foreign language program for 30 minutes daily in 
Grades 4 through 8 shall be required for academically able students and shall 
be optional for others. An academically able student is defined as one who is 
functioning at grade level as determined by the local school system. For special 
education students identified in accordance with the Pupil Appraisal Handbook, 
the I.E.P. Committee shall determine the studentôs eligibility to receive foreign 
language instruction provided the student is performing at grade level. 

 
a.   Explain the local definition of the term ñgrade levelò or ñon grade level.ò 
 

      Functioning at grade level is defined as meeting three of the four criteria 
as listed below: 
Å Obtained an overall grade point average (GPA) of 2.5 or better the 

previous year in reading, mathematics, English, Science, and social 
studies. 

Å Completed the elementary foreign language course the previous year 
with a 2.0 or better grade average. 

Å Completed English the previous year with a 2.0 or better grade 
average. 
Å Completed reading, on grade level, the previous year with a 2.0 or 

better grade average 
 

      b.   List the model program sites. 
 

Å Natalbany Elementary (Grade 4), Martha Vinyard Elementary 

(Grades 5 & 6), and Ponchatoula Jr. High School (Grades 7 & 8) 
 

c. List the designated subject area(s) for foreign language. 
 

¶  Subject areas that are designated for foreign language by the school 
board are Language Arts, Fine Arts, or Health and Physical Education. 

 
*Waiver for full implementation granted by BESE 

 
 

If your LEA was granted a waiver from full implementation of the elementary foreign 
language program, include a copy of the approval letter in the Appendix. 
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C. Requirements of the LEAP, High Stakes Testing,  Regular Placement  
 

1. Describe the LEAôs procedure for determining if a 4th or 8th grade student will 
receive an override from the High Stakes Testing Policy. 
The local school system (LEA) may override the State policy for students scoring 
at the Unsatisfactory level in English Language Arts or Mathematics if the student 
scores at the Mastery or Advanced level in the other provided that: 

 

¶  the decision is made in accordance with the local Pupil 
Progression Plan, which may include a referral to the Pupil Performance 
Conference Committee (SBLC); 

 

¶  the student has participated in both the spring and summer 
administrations of the LEAP and has attended the summer remediation 
program offered by the LEA. (The student shall participate in the summer 
retest only on the subject that he/she scored at the Unsatisfactory 
achievement level during the spring test administration); and 

 

¶  parental consent is granted.  
  

2. Describe the LEA criteria that determine if a student is retained in 4th grade more 
than once as a result of failure to score at or above the required Basic/Approaching 
Basic achievement level on LEAP. 

 
  The decision to retain a student in the 4th grade more than once as a result of 

his/her failure to achieve the Basic/Approaching Basic combination on the English 
Language Arts and Mathematics components of Leap shall be made by the 
Tangipahoa Parish School System in accordance with the criteria listed below: 

 

¶ retained again, OR 

 

¶ administratively placed to 5th grade.  He or she will be remediated in the 
area/s in which an Unsatisfactory was scored.  When possible, these 
students will be remediated with 4T students. 

 

¶ A student who has repeated 4th grade and who is 12 years old on or 
before September 30th may be promoted according to the Tangipahoa 
Parish School System Pupil Progression Plan. 

 

¶ Any student who has repeated the 4th grade may be promoted only to 
the fifth grade. The Tangipahoa Parish School System may apply for a 
waiver from this part of the policy if its specific plan is presented to the 
Department of Education and the State Superintendent approves it. 

 

¶ Students retained in the 4th grade shall retake all four components of the 
LEAP. 

 



 

 62 

¶ For promotional purposes, however, a student shall score at or above 
the Basic/Approaching Basic combination on the English Language 
Arts and mathematics components of LEAP only one time. 

 

¶ The Tangipahoa Parish School System will not retain students more 
than once in grade 4. 

  
3. Describe the criteria that determine to what grade a student will be promoted, if 

he/she has repeated the 4th grade at least once, as a result of failure to pass 
LEAP, and if he/she will be 12 years old on or before September 30th of the next 
school year.  

 
 The student will be Administratively Placed to 5th grade. He or she will be 

remediated in the area/s in which an Unsatisfactory was scored.  When 
possible, these students will be remediated with 4T students. Criteria for 
Administrative Placement will be used to determine placement. 

 
4. Describe the LEAôs criteria for determining which 4th grade student(s) will be 

granted an appeal, as outlined in the High Stakes Testing Policy. Describe the 
criteria used by the SBLC to grant the appeal. 

 
Appeals Process (Fourth Grade Only) 
 
The Tangipahoa Parish School System, through its superintendent, must review student 
eligibility and consider granting an appeal on behalf of individual students, provided that 
all of the following criteria have been met: 
 

¶  The studentôs highest score in English language arts and/or mathematics 
on the spring or summer LEAP must fall within twenty (20) scaled score 
points of the cutoff score for Basic. 

 

¶  The student shall have a 3.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale in the 
subject(s) in which the appeal is being considered. 

 

¶  The student must have attended the LEAP summer remediation program.      
 

¶  The student must have taken the LEAP retest given after the LEAP summer 
remediation program has been concluded. 

 

¶  The student must have met State-mandated attendance regulations during 
the regular school year and ay locally mandated regulations during the 
summer remediation program. 

 

¶  The principal and the School Building Level committee (SBLC) must review 
student work samples and attest that the student exhibits the ability of 
performing at or above the Basic achievement level in the subject for which 
the appeal is being considered. 
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5.  Does the LEA offer an approved 4th grade transitional (4.5) class with the sixth 
grade promotion option? If so, include a copy of the LDEôs approval letter and 
Waiver Request (to offer said class) in the Appendix. 

 
First Time 4T Placement 

A 4th grade student who scores Approaching Basic on the LEAP/CRT 
Spring Test and Summer Retest in English language arts and/or 
mathematics may be considered for Transitional Placement (4T), if the 
following criteria are met: 

 

¶  Attend the In-School Remediation Program 

 

¶  Two (2) hours/day of remediation in English Language Arts for 9 days 

      and/or 
 

¶  Two (2) hours/day of remediation in Mathematics for 9 days 

 
This will allow a student to earn up to 18 hours of remediation/subject during the 
In-school Remediation Program. 
 

¶  Attend the Summer Remediation Program 

 

¶  Four (4) hours/day of remediation in English Language Arts for 8 
days 

      and/or 
 

¶  Four (4) hours/day of remediation in Mathematics for 8 days. 
 
This will allow a student to earn up to 32 hours of remediation/subject in the 
Summer Remediation Program. 
 
Some years more hours of remediation/subject maybe offered based upon State 
and District requirements. 
 
The remediation programs combined would allow a student to receive up to 50 or 
more hours of remediation.  A student must have 80 percent attendance of the 
number of hours offered. 
 

¶  Participate in the summer retest 
 
A student placed in a 4T Transitional Placement would be allowed to take 5th grade 
courses in all subjects. The curriculum will be based on the state-level content standards.
   
 Previous 4T 2000-2001 and Beyond  
(These are students who have previously been in a 4T Placement) 
 
1. A student placed in a Transitional Placement 4T for the 2000-2001 school year 
and beyond will be placed in 5th grade, if the following criteria are met: 
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¶ scores Unsatisfactory on the English language arts and/or mathematics 
sections of the LEAP 

 

¶ has not been retained in previous grade/s 

 
2.  A student who was placed in a Transitional Placement 4T for the 2004-2005 

school year and beyond must meet criteria for promotion to the 6th grade from 
the 4th transitional program. 

 

¶ The student must meet the required combination achievement level 
(Basic/Approaching Basic) on the English Language Arts and Mathematics 
components of LEAP. 

 

¶ The student must have met all requirements for promotion from the 5th grade as 
outlined in the Pupil Progression Plan. 

 

¶ The student must obtain a composite score of 1200 on all four components of the 
4th grade LEAP. 

 

¶ In order to move student toward the required combination achievement level 
(Basic/Approaching Basic) on the English Language Arts and Mathematics 
components of the LEAP, the student must be provided remediation in the 
subject(s) areas on which the student scored below Basic on LEAP and 

 

¶ In order for students to attain the required composite score (1200) on LEAP, 
focused instruction should be provided in the subjects area(s) (Science and/or 
Social Studies) on which the student scored Unsatisfactory. 

 
6.   Describe any local criteria that are used to determine if an 8th grade student is granted 
the   promotion waiver allowed by the Stateôs High Stakes Testing Policy. 
 
Waiver for Extenuating Circumstances 
A school system through its superintendent may grant a waiver on behalf of individual 
students who are unable to participate in LEAP testing or unable to attend LEAP summer 
remediation because of one or more of the following extenuating circumstances as 
verified through appropriate documentation: 
 

¶ physical illness or injury that is acute or catastrophic in nature, 

¶ a chronic physical condition that is in an acute phase, or 

¶ court ordered custody issues. 
 

Documentation: 

¶  Physical Illness: Appropriate documentation must include verification that 
the student is under the medical care of a licensed physician for illness, 
injury, or a chronic physical condition that is acute or catastrophic in nature.  
Documentation must include a statement verifying that the illness, injury, or 
chronic physical condition exists to the extent that the student is unable to 
participate in testing and/or remediation. 



 

 65 

 

¶  Custody Issues: Certified copies of the court ordered custody agreements 
must be submitted to the LEA at least ten (10) school days prior to summer 
remediation or retesting. 

 

 

Student Eligibility/Retest Requirements:  
Students who meet the criteria for extenuating circumstances under the physical 
illness, chronic physical condition, or court ordered custody category related to LEAP and 
 

¶  who are unable to participate in both the spring and the summer 
administration of LEAP or 

¶  who score at the Unsatisfactory achievement level on the spring 
administration of LEAP mathematics and/or English language arts tests and 
are unable to participate in LEAP summer retest 

¶ shall take the Iowa Tests for grade placement within ten (10) school days of 
returning to school, which may include hospital/homebound instruction, in 
order to ensure the appropriate level of instruction; 

¶ must score at or above the cutoff score on the selected form of the Iowa 
Tests for grade placement to be promoted to the 9th grade; and  

¶ are not eligible for a retest.  These students may be eligible for the policy 
override, appeals process, or waiver (for students with disabilities under 
IDEA) in accordance with the local Pupil Progression Plan. (Note the 
appeals process is available only to 4th grade students) 

¶ Students who meet the criteria for extenuating circumstances under the 
physical illness, chronic physical condition, or court ordered custody 
category related to LEAP  and 

¶ who are unable to participate in the spring testing and/or summer 
remediation including the provision of remediation through 
hospital/homebound instruction are required to take the LEAP summer 
retest.  These students may be eligible for the policy override, appeals 
process or waiver (for students with disabilities under IDEA) in accordance 
with the local Pupil Progression Plan. 

 

 
Local Waiver 
After the summer retest, a school, through its superintendent, may consider a waiver for 
an 8th grade student who has scored at the Approaching Basic level on both the English 
Language Arts and Mathematics components of LEAP provided the following criteria are 
met: 
 
The students may be promoted to the 9th grade, provided that he or she has scored at the 
Approaching Basic level on BOTH the English Language Arts and Mathematics 
components of LEAP, has attended the LEAP 
  

¶ summer remediation program offered by the District, AND has taken the 
summer retest administered at the conclusion of the summer program. 
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¶ The student must retake the component (s) English Language Arts and/or 
Mathematics) of the retest on which a score of Approaching Basic or 
below was attained on the spring test.  

 
Exceptions to the High Stakes Testing policy 
 
Policy Override ï 4th and 8th grades 
 
The local school system (LEA) may override the State policy for students scoring at the 
Unsatisfactory level in English language arts or mathematics, if the student scores at the 
Mastery or Advanced level in the other, provided that 
 

¶ the decision is made in accordance with the local Pupil Progression 
Plan, which may include a referral to the School Building Level 
Committee (SBLC); 

¶ the student has participated in both the spring and summer 
administrations of LEAP  and has attended the summer remediation 
program offered by the LEA (the student shall participate in the summer 
retest only on the subject that he/she  scored at the Unsatisfactory 
achievement level during the spring test administration); and 

¶ parental consent is granted. 
 
Modified Policy Override ï 8th grade only 
 
The local school system (LEA) may override the State policy for 8th grade students 
scoring at the Unsatisfactory level in English language arts or mathematics, the students 
scores at the  
Basic in the other, provided that the following criteria are met: 
 

¶ the student scored Approaching Basic or above on the Science and 
Social Studies components of LEAP; 

¶ the students had an overall 2.5 grade point average on a 4.0 scale; 

¶ the student had a minimum 92% attendance during the school year; 

¶ the decision is made in accordance with the local Pupil Progression 
Plan, which may include a referral to the School Building Level 
Committee (SBLC) 

¶ the student has participated in both the spring and summer 
administrations of LEAP and has attended the summer remediation 
program offered by the LEA (the student shall participated in the summer 
retest only on the subject that he/she scored at the Unsatisfactory 
achievement level during the spring test administration); and  

¶ parental consent is granted. 
 
NOTE:  If a student meets the criteria for this override, and is promoted with an  
Unsatisfactory, the student must still enroll in and pass a high school remedial 
course in the Unsatisfactory subject before enrolling or earning Carnegie credit in 
English or mathematics.  
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Eighth grade students who score Unsatisfactory in either English language arts or 
mathematics and Approaching Basic in all others, after attending summer remediation 
and summer retake, who meet the 8th grade promotional criteria according to Pupil 
Progression (classroom grades and attendance), who are approved by the SBLC can go 
to the high school campus as an 8th grader.   These students must take the remedial 
class in the subject they scored unsatisfactory and all 4 parts of the 8th grade LEAP test in 
the spring.  These students will not take the iLEAP.   

 
7.  Describe the LEA criteria that determine if a student who has repeated the 8th 

grade as a failure to pass LEAP (ELA or math) is retained again in the 8th grade or 
promoted to the 9th grade. 

 
Tangipahoa Parish School System will use the following criteria for placement of 
repeating 8th grade students: 
 
Option 1 
 
Students will repeat the 8th grade if they: 

¶ Student has scored Unsatisfactory in English language arts and/or mathematics 
components of the LEAP and did not score Approaching Basic in the other 
subjects 

¶ Student did not attend summer school. 

¶ Student did not participate in the summer retest. 
 

or choose 
   

Option 3 - Tangipahoa Parish School System Pre-GED/Skills Program 
 

The state department of education has approved The Pre-GED/Skills Option III 
Program.  Students who enter this program will no longer attend their assigned 
high school.     

 
Pre-GED/Skills Option Program Overview 

 

¶  A Pre-GED/Skills Options Program/School is by definition a program/school that is 
an alternative to regular education.  A student who pursues this Option will, if 
successful, receive a Louisiana Equivalency Diploma and/or a Skills Certificate and 
not a standard Louisiana High School Diploma.  Individual students may be 
considered on a case-by-case basis to re-enter the regular program.                                                                         

¶ The purpose of this Exit Option for Louisiana high school students is to provide a 
successful path for those over-aged students who cannot earn a regular high 
school diploma within the standard four-year period typically allotted students to 
graduate from high school.  It also will provide career information and training to 
participating students so that they may have the skills either to earn gainful 
employment upon graduation or pursue completion or partial completion of 
certification in one or several work-based skills areas begun while in the public 
school system. 
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¶ Although Tangipahoa Parish School Systemôs program will have a unique student 
population to serve and will of necessity provide a different academic and/or work-
based skills emphasis, TPSS must comply with the regulations and requirements 
approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (SBESE). 

¶ Counseling is a required component of the program. 

¶ The program shall have both a Pre-GED/academic component and a Skills/job 
training component.  Traditional Carnegie credit course work may be offered but is 
not required.  Districts are encouraged to work with local postsecondary 
institutions, youth-serving entities, and/or businesses in developing the Skills 
component. 
Å BESE requires the Pre-GED/Skills Option Program to be on a separate site.                     
  Exceptions will be considered based on space availability, transportation or a 
unique issue. 
Å Students who complete only the Skills section will be given a Certificate of 
Skills completion. 
Å Students will count in the October 1st MFP count. 

Students will be included in School Accountability.  While enrolled, they shall take the 9th 
grade i-LEAP or participate in out-of-level testing.  All programs will be considered Option 
1 for alternative education purposes, and student data will be sent back to the high 
schools to be included in the attendance and dropout rates and in the iLEAP Test scores.  
(See Standard 2.006.17 of Bulletin 741.) 

 
     
Student Eligibility: 

Students shall be 16 years of age or older and meet one of the following criteria: 
o failed the 8th LEAP English language arts and/or math 8th grade test for one or 

more years; 
o failed English language arts and/or mathematics, and science or social studies of 

the GEE; 
o have earned not more than 5 Carnegie units by age 17, not more than 10 Carnegie 

units by age 18, or not more than 15 Carnegie units by age 19. 
o participated in alternate assessment; or 
o a parental/guardian documentation form must be filed with the district.  
o students with limited English proficiency shall be considered eligible for the Options 

Program 

o the student must show that he/she is capable of working independently in the job 
market 

 
NOTE:   Students and parents must realize that participation in the PreGED/Skills option program 

will not earn a diploma nor be allowed to participate in graduation ceremonies. 

 
 The Tangipahoa Parish School System is working diligently to assist students in 

obtaining a diploma.  All students are encouraged to remain in their regular school 
setting as long as possible.  When students reach the age of 17, they have a 
choice of attending one of the GED sites within the parish. 
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Local Option: 
When a student has not met all local criteria for attendance, grades, and 
remediation, he/she will be referred to the Pupil Performance Conference 
Committee to determine placement. 

 
 

8.  Describe the function of the SBLC as it relates to student promotion and retention.   
 

The function of the School Building Level Committee at this grade level is to review 
student data to determine student placement. 
 

¶ In May, the school and student name sections are to be completed on a 
Placement Form for each student who scores Unsatisfactory on the English 
Language Arts and/or Mathematics sections of the Spring LEAP.  In August 
the remainder of the Placement Form is to be completed.  This information 
is to be transferred to the LEAP Calculation Sheet.  

¶ To determine whether or not a regularly placed student should be 
administratively placed to the next grade level or be retained. 

¶ To determine whether or not a regularly placed student should be vertically 
accelerated to the grade level above the next grade level thus skipping a 
grade. 

 
A student who meets BOTH of the following criteria MUST be referred to the School 
Building Level Committee at the end of the current school year: 
a. Student was Retained, Administratively Placed, or received Placement with 

Intervention at the end of the current school year, AND 
b. Student has not been referred within the last three years to the School Building 

Level Committee. 
 

9.  Describe the locally mandated attendance requirements for summer remediation 
that are used as a criterion for policy waivers, appeals, and overrides. 

 
Attend the In-School Remediation Program 

 Two (2) hours/day of remediation in English Language Arts for 9 days 

 
and/or 

 
 Two (2) hours/day of remediation in Mathematics for 9 days 
 

  
This will allow a student to earn up to 18 hours of remediation/subject during 
the In-school Remediation Program. 
 
Attend the Summer Remediation Program 

 
 Four (4) hours/day of remediation in English Language Arts for 8 days 

 
 and/or 
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 Four (4) hours/day of remediation in Mathematics for 8 days. 
 
This will allow a student to earn up to 32 hours of remediation/subject in 
the Summer Remediation Program. 

 
The remediation programs combined would allow a student to receive up to  
50 or more hours of remediation.  A student must have 80 percent  
attendance of the number of hours. 
 
 
D.   Progression of students participating in LEAP Alternate Assessments 
                            
        1.  Describe how the SBLC determines progression of students with disabilities 
            participating in LEAP Alternate Assessments. List the specific criteria that will be        
            used by SBLC 
 
Provisional Eligibility Criteria for a Certificate of Achievement* 
    
Eligible students are those: 
 

¶ who are disabled under the criteria in Pupil Appraisal Handbook. 

¶ who were in an Alternative to Regular Placement (ARP) program during the 
1997 school year as documented in the IEP, 

¶ who were enrolled in grades 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, or 12 during the 1998-99 
school year, and 

¶ who their IEP team determined would not be eligible to participate in 
alternate assessment. 

Eligible students must meet the following Provisional Eligibility Criteria to be awarded a 
Certificate of Achievement: 
 
The student has participated in general district and statewide assessments including all 
components of the Graduation Exit Exam (GEE). 

¶ If the student has failed a component of the GEE, the decision to retake that   
component of the GEE is an IEP team decision. 

¶ If the student will not retake that component of the GEE, GEE remediation will not 
be provided. 

¶ If the student will retake that component of the GEE, the student will be provided 
GEE remediation. 

 
1. The student has completed at least 12 years of school or has reached the age 
     22 (not to include students younger than 16) 
 
2. The student has met attendance requirements according to Bulletin 741. 

 
3. Transition planning has been completed and documented. 
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4. A body of evidence exists to document that the student had access to and  
    progressed in the general curriculum, to include, at a minimum, Louisiana 
    Content Standards in the areas of English/Language Arts, Mathematics, 
    Science, and Social Studies and the foundation skills. 
 
5.  A body of evidence exists to document that the student has developed  
     vocational competencies. 
 
*The receipt of a Certificate of Achievement does not limit a childôs continuous eligibility 
for services under IDEA unless the child has reached the age of 22. 
 
 
 

Alternate Assessment Criteria for a Certificate of Achievement 
 
Eligible students are those: 
 

¶ who have a disability under the criteria in the Pupil Appraisal Handbook. 

¶ who have participated in alternate assessment. 

¶ who have completed at least twelve years of school or have reached the age of 
twenty-two (not to include students younger than sixteen). 

¶ who have met attendance requirements according to Bulletin 741. 

¶ who have addressed the general education curriculum as reflected on the 
studentsô IEP. 

¶ whose transition planning has been completed and documented. 
 

 
NOTE: The receipt of Certificate of Achievement does not limit a childôs continuous eligibility for services 

under IDEA unless the child has reached the age of twenty-two. 

 
 LEAP Alternate Assessment 
 
The decisions to have a student participate in LEAP Alternate Assessment, Level 1 or 
Level 2 is an IEP Team decision, based on the established LEAP Alternate Assessment 
Participation Criteria.  If the IEP Team has any reason to believe that a student should 
participate in LEAP Alternate Assessment, the team must complete the LEAP Alternate 
Assessment Participation Criteria Form.  (Refer to forms section for the instruction and 
forms.) 
 
On an annual basis, IEP teams must review and complete the LEAP Alternate 
Assessment Criteria to determine whether students are eligible for participation. 
 
LEAP Alternate Assessment; Level 1   Grades 3-11 
LEAP Alternate Assessment; Level 2   Grades 4-11 
 
The students participating in LEAP Alternate Assessments will progress from one grade 
level to the next if the meet the following assurances: 
 
Å the student has met attendance requirements according to Bulletin 741; 
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Å the student has completed 70% of his annual goals; 
Å the student qualified for alternate assessment as specified on the LEAP  
 alternate assessment participation criteria form; 
Å the student must be age appropriate by September 30 in order to progress 
 to next grade 
 
       AGE    GRADE 

8                                                  3 
9                                                  4 
10                                                  5 
11                                                  6 
12                                                  7 
13                                                  8 
14                                                  9 
15                                                  10 
16                                                  11 
17                                                  12 
18                                                  12 
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