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How many times have you sent your students to the computer to accomplish a task only to
find that, within five minutes, they are either playing or more involved in the bells and
whistles of a computer program rather than focused on authentic learning?

A good way to overcome this is to plan for technology connected lessons. For teachers who
have had little experience with technology or little technology training, this is an
overwhelming thought. Start with the curriculum -- with that, you are an expert!

Technology-connected activities should be based on ideas and concepts that you are teaching
and material that is of critical importance to what the students need to learn. As your plans
develop, technology will become a tool for acquisition, organization, evaluation and
application of knowledge. Follow these easy steps for planning and increase your awareness
of the ways in which technology will support authentic learning in your classroom.

Before you Begin

Select software that supports a projects-based classroom, including a word processing
program, a multimedia program and curriculum software that bolsters what you are already
teaching in the classroom. Other software that allows students to locate facts, to evaluate and
to organize information and to apply knowledge should be available, as well.

Select a scan converter to connect your computer to the television for whole group learning n
the classroom. If it is not possible to purchase a scanner for each classroom, have several
available for checkout from the media center.

Step 1: Overview of the Lesson

What is the lesson, theme or unit that you are planning to teach? What subject areas will you
cover? Decide groundwork, understandings and basic concepts that you will develop. Select
a topic or theme that follows and enhances the curriculum and appeals to the children’s needs
and interests. This is not the technology part of the lesson, but rather the curriculum itself.

Step 2: Objectives of the Lesson

What is the purpose of this lesson? What teaching objectives will be met within this lesson?
What are the student tasks and activities? What learning goals do you plan for students to
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