The Multi-Computer Classroom A25

The Multi-Computer Classroom

Having multiple computers in your classroom gives you more opportunities to truly integrate
technology into your teaching. The multi-computer classroom is usually considered to have 3
or more computers (scheduling, planning, and management for the 2 computer classroom is
probably more similar to the one computer classroom). Several computers in your classroom
allows you to engage small groups of students (up to the entire class) in technology activities.
It also allows you to use the computer in many different ways simultaneously (e.g. as a math
center, as a writing tool, in a science experiment).

Scheduling

Scheduling time for students to work on the computer will always be an issue. There are
many methods suggested for the one computer classroom that will work well in the multi-
computer classroom. However, there are differences.

Scheduling your day in long, thematic blocks (see p. A.14) is probably the best way to utilize
the computers in a mini-lab setting. It allows you to have students working on technology all
day and never lets the computers sit idle. Nevertheless, you still need to arrange students and
activities carefully to best use your time.

Assigning Time

Assign students to a computer. If you have five computers in your classroom and 25

students, a group of 5 students would be assigned to each computer. These students create
their projects on this computer; they publish writing here, and engage in instructional
activities. This makes management somewhat easier because you are only scheduling 5
students per computer instead of 25! Make each student group as much a mixture as

possible; combine students or different abilities (academic and social), genders and technology
competency levels in each group. Students are able to all learn from one another and use the
strengths and individual talents that they bring to the group. Switch your groups every 6-12
weeks to give students the opportunity to work with all students in the class.

©1998 Georgia Department of Education Framework for INtegrating TECHnology

A1






