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The Learning Center Approach
In an activity about rainforests, you can design centers to:

» Teach mapping skills with a program locating the world’s rainforests

» Introduce artistic and cultural awareness about the population of each rainforest area

* Promote decision making skills as the students must choose what supplies to take on
a trip to the rainforest

+ Offer opportunities for the students to create a multimedia show about rainforest
plants and animals (using either an ABC slide show or Venn diagrams for
comparison).

A learning center consists of a carefully designed and equipped area in the classroom in which
four to six students can work together to accomplish a specific task. Here a variety of
activities can introduce, reinforce and extend learning.

The design of the learning center depends on the needs of the particular lesson you are
teaching. It could be a table for a language arts activity in which students listen to a piece of
electronic literature on the computer and answer comprehension questions or complete
writing activities. Alternatively, it could be a TV/VCR center where you have recorded a
lesson for the group to follow. Students could also work individually at the computer '
creating one slide for a whole class math concept slide sow. The rest of the group would be
busy designing and story boarding their slides in preparation for their turns at the computer.

You can set up one center or a series of centers that allow students to complete a variety of
tasks. Again, the center design depends on the nature of the learning activity. The learning
center approach is generally used for several hours with students working at each center for
30 - 45 minutes. Each classroom teacher will need to decide what subject area or areas are
best suited to the leaming approach. Multi-subject centers and math centers work
particularly well with this approach.

Students use multi-subject centers for exploration of a certain topic, expansion of their
knowledge and improvement of skills appropriate to subject areas, such as writing, reading,
social studies, science and art.

Students can work independently, in pairs or in small groups to accomplish a set task or
activity. Using this approach, students will build a knowledge base, practice and improve
skills and combine their learning through production.
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